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UPTOWN 
ART FAIR 


AUGUST 5-7 


FRIDAY: 12pm - 8pm 
SATURDAY: 10am - SPM 
SUNDAY: 10am - 6PM In Uptown 


FEATURING: OVER 350 ARTISTS · 20 FOOD VENDORS · LIVE PERFORMANCES 


FAMILY IMAGINATION STATION PERFORMANCE STAGE & WINE GARDEN 
LOCATED AT THE WALKER LIBRARY COURTYARD LOCATED AT OLD CHICAGO (2841 HENNEPIN AVE) 
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Exercise your artistic side & create your own clay art. lPM: Silent Agency 12 PM: Social Dance Studio 12pm: Ryan Flannery & the Night Owls 
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LOCATED INSIDE CALHOUN SQUARE 8pm: Blatant Youth 6pm: Forty Shades of Green 
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Featuring exhibits, interactive demonstrations by 


fessional artists & raffles for cl , artwork & Р 
п E ne FREE BIKE VALET PARKING LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF 


this event aims to teach older adults about arts education 
opportunities in their community. HUMBOLDT AVE & THE MALL (NEAR THE MIDTOWN GREENWAY TRAIL) 


Open daily- 15 minutes before the fair opens and until 15 minutes after the fair closes. 
YOUTH ART FAIR (tomorrow’s STARS) 


LOCATED INSIDE CALHOUN SQUARE METRO TRANSIT ART PASS Download the Art Pass for free bus & light 
Eon c Е ТОРТУ T8 vill rail rides (not available on Northstar) Passes available at UPTOWNARTFAIR.COM, 
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work from future art fair artists. 


PARK & PEDAL Drivers can park their vehicles in centralized locations for free 
& then bike to the fair using their own wheels or Nice Ride MN cycles. (Free parking 


Download Park & Pedal map: goo.gl/0fO9y options not available on Friday from 12PM - 5:30PM.) 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 612.823.4581 - UPTOWNARTFAIR.COM 
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Are you getting 
ready to start taking 
4 HIV medicatons? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


questions, or would like more 
sit WWW.hiv:umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 
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ON THE COVER 

Wanda Wisdom and the sailors from the Guthrie's 
performance of Gilbert & Sullivan's H.M.S. Pinafore. 
Photo by Mike Hnida. 
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s% WandaWisdom.com 
THE ORIGINAL PODCASTING DRAG QUEEN 


Wanda's Got Big Bloopers! 7 
Head on over to 

Wanda's YouTube site 
(http://youtube.com/ 
wandawisdom) and check 
out the the 30 some videos 
your favorite podcasting 
drag queen has uploaded! 


BIG BigGayNews.com 


NEWS| YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT 
сом WORLD NEWS! 


Top Headlines 
Y Giuliani Tells GOP to ‘Stay Out of’ Gay Marriage 
/ Blood Center Rejects Man Because He Appeared Gay 
/ Utah Democrats Elect First Openly Gay State Party Leader 
/ Military Gay Couples Won't Enjoy Benefits 


Get Your News in 12 Languages! 

Big Gay News now offers TWELVE foreign language 
newswires! You can get international GLBT news from 
hundreds of sources in twelve different languages. 
There is absolutely no other site offering this much 
relevant content. Visit http://biggaynews.com today! 


DIGITAL EXTRA: DINING GUIDE & EXCLUSIVE PHOTOS OF H.M.S. WANDAFORE'S SEXY SAILORS!‏ س 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL»-»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

* Family/Divorce/Custody Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


JeamBrand 
Rainbow Families Member 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


| 


V LI 
CHIROPRACTIC 


Wwe 
Serving the бы. : for Nearly a Decade - NOW! 
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Auto, Sports, and Back Injury Specialists 
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIANS ане READERS NEW PATIENT COUPON 


a a e E A 
Dr. Kevin Schreifels Exam, consultation, spinal digital x-rays (as needed) 
Dr. Jill Field 


and the review for $37.00. 
Dr. Steve Eckstein 


Due to State and Federal Laws: Medicare and other Medical Assistance 
patients are ineligible for this offer. Offer expires: 7/1/2011 


(all for, an appointment 


612 879 8000 


2937 LYNDALE AVE S | MINNEAPOLIS MN 55408 | WWW.LYNLAKECHIROPRACTIC.COM 


wellsfargo.com/lgbt 


© 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (555004 02269) 


Community is important. It becomes your 
family, your friends and your home. That's 
why Wells Fargo is committed to working 
with communities to support their financial 
stability and growth. In fact, we have 

made significant contributions to LGBT 
organizations over the past 20 years and 
encourage our team members to volunteer. 


When communities prosper, we all succeed. 


Together we'll go far 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


P کک‎ НН 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE | 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 

e American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof * 
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www.animalhumanesociety.org 
animal humane society (763) 522-4325 
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PASSING 


by George Holdgrafer 


FELIX M. LOPEZ JR. 


[ 1967-2011 ] 


Felix M. Lopez Jr., 44, passed away ac- 
cidentally on June 28 in St. Paul. Services 
were held in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Lopez was born March 18, 1967, in 
Corpus Christi. After graduating from 
Roma High School, he attended PanAm 
University in Texas, where he studied 
criminal justice. He rose to manager at 
Domino's Pizza while in college. 

An avid athlete and sports fan, Lopez 
played soccer into his late 30s. He loved 
to travel and make friends all over the 
country. NASCAR was a favorite destina- 
tion in Dallas, Homestead, and Phoenix. 
He loved Costa Rica, planning to return 
there soon. 

Lopez is survived by his partner, Gary 
Hallberg, owner of the 19 Bar in Minne- 
apolis. The two met in 1994 in Texas. 
They were inseparable from that time on. 

As well, Lopez is survived by his fam- 
ily at the 19 Bar: the staff and patrons. He 
is also survived by his mother, four sis- 
ters, and four brothers, all of Texas. 

Felix Lopez was the happiest, warm- 
est, most-friendly person you could ever 
know. He will forever be missed, forever 
loved. O 


BECKY A. MOSHIER 


In my 21st year of service to our community. 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of , 


Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 
Product sales. 
KAREN R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


agros 


Non-Invasive Body Slimming 


Reveal 


your true shape. 


Dr. Vicky Hagstrom 


“My Patients’ Smiles are my greatest reward" 


AESTHETIC 
MEDICAL CENTER 


ZERONA® is the only clinically-proven body slimming 
treatment that removes fat and reduces inches with 
ZERO Pain, ZERO Surgery, and ZERO Downtime. 


Look Better. Feel Better. Be Better. 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 6th Street South 2175 
Minnesota 55402 


 alcenter.com 
ON SKYWAY CONNECTED 


Call for complimentary consultation. 
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| FROM THE EDITOR | by Andy Lien 


It’s 4:45am, the morning of my first photo 
shoot for a cover feature as the Managing 
Editor of Lavender Magazine. Lavender, 
the same magazine I can recall from my 
first year in college in black and purplish 
newsprint that’s grown into the lasting 
voice of the GLBT community in the region. 
Lavender, the magazine I’ve watched mature 
and become more colorful and full of content 
whether in times of feast or famine—the 
one that remains free to its community, in 
both print and digital formats. Lavender, the 
magazine that carries with it the hopes and 
dreams of my bleeding heart, shouldering 
the heavy weight of representing a multi- 
faceted community while requiring doses of 
business and whimsy as well. 

This morning? A photo shoot with a drag 
queen and tap-dancing sailors. 

Гуе got your whimsy in spades. It’s the 
rest of it that keeps me up at night. 

A litany of other thoughts cross my 
mind. The niggling thoughts of a new editor. 
Important thoughts about whether or not my 
cupcakes will melt in the skyrocketing heat 
index before we've gotten a shot with their 
cute branded fondant decorations. Wait. 
Worse, will my drag queen melt under the 
same atmospheric duress? 

Am I showing bias toward St. Paul 
by shooting at Selby and Western? How 
many shades of skin tone will be shown on 
the cover? Will socioeconomic status be 
evident? Will it somehow be obvious that 
we all went to school on Financial Aid? Will 
my next cover shoot involve lesbians to 
make up for the men on this one? Trans 
folks? Bisexuals? Wait, how do I know? Is 
the feature content consistent with the tone 
and timbre of Lavender? Is it pertinent? 
Eye-catching? Will people want to pick it 
up? Will our advertisers find value in its 
pages? Does a white drag queen cancel out 
all of the other diversity points? It’s equitably 
representative if a large percentage of our 
readers are blonde, white men like Wanda 
Wisdom, right? 

Stop. 

At a certain point, I have to settle down 
and be confident that my cognizance is to 
be trusted and my instincts are good. This 
is the first shoot of many with Lavender. 
My business savvy and interdisciplinary 
background make for an appropriate 
foundation on which to build content for a 
niche-to-norm publication such as this for 
the GLBT community in the Twin Cities 
and beyond. Our photographer, Mike, 
is a talented professional with a portfolio 
of highly artistic fashion and product 
shoots. Our Wanda, Brad, is an extremely 
conscientious and humorous commentator 
and entertainer. And the sailors of H.M.S. 
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Pinafore? Ym prepared to be floored by their 
professionalism and panache. 

We've got this. 

These are exciting times at Lavender. 
While refreshing our approach to our print 
magazine with defined story arcs and 
editorial focus, we're also developing a 
new content-rich website that will roll out 
in August. We're switching our thinking 
from the two-week print constraints to 
open up the floodgates to the content of the 
community. My baptism by fire started the 
weekend of Pride and hasn't slowed down 
yet. The deadlines are every-other-week 
and the content is flying at me at a fast and 
furious rate. Our events ensure that I get to 
meet readers and hear news of what can be 
covered online or in future issues. Already, 
at one First Thursday event, I came away 


with multiple story leads from looking into 
the award-winning film, Au Pair, Kansas, 
by J.T. O'Neal, to the still-filming work 
by Pam Colby, Fertile Ashes, based on an 
underground lesbian club in St. Paul back in 
1972. I met potential writers for Lavender. I 
learned about the Michigan Womyn's Music 
Festival thanks to Terry, Nita, and Kim. I was 
introduced to folks from the Twin Cities Gay 
Men's Chorus, OutFront Minnesota, and the 
Twin Cities Human Rights Campaign. 

Ive only dipped a toe in the pool and I 
am absolutely thrilled by what the future will 
bring. 

Most immediately, my future brings me 
tap-dancing sailors...which is more than just 
a little bit delightful. 

With pride and thanks, 

Andy 


The Chuba Company Since 1972 TEMO deling 
Minnesota License # 20628158 & renovation 


Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. Roofing зате swindon: 


E Р , custom design build 
Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 8 


Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, remodeling & renovation 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


remodels, additions, custom renovations 
for a free estimate: 763.441.4488 


[/ 


Um TAT VIA ALLS 


HURRY! CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! 


TES Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • MOD 330-8508 


Wy 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


SEE WHY JOFFE I5 THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 
- MORE WITH 


Life changing results ... without Multiple custom lasers to treat: Personalized follow-up Our financing plans and 


М ў spending your life savings. nearsightedness vision care and Best Price Guarantee make Y Ü U R V | & | Ü N 
TN 4 Save up to 50% every day on farsightedness FREE ENHANCEMENTS ... LASIK affordable to more 
А Custom Wavefront LASIK. ASTIGMATISM because we care. people than ever before. C A R E Ü R 
€9€99$,090€000900€00€00€00€0€00€0000000000€00€00000000000900090090€9 
CALL 866°685-6994 ACT BY FLEX PLAN. 


OR VISIT WWW.IDFTE COM 6495 LASIK LASIK 5.2" jm] ask us How! 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South * Minneapolis, MN 55405 
TAKE THE PENN AVE EXIT OFF OF 394 


AND FOR DETAILS |} 
м 
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| AWORD IN EDGEWISE | by E.B. Boatner 


NY: No Rights or Rites Have Been Harmed 


Mike Gilliss (KLAY AM; 1180 Tacoma), recent blog title, 
“Christian Privilege: Not Being Allowed to Dominate Others Doesn’t 
Mean You're Being Oppressed” goes to the heart of the gay marriage 
matter. 

The recent decision in New York to let same sex partners marry 
legally does not signal a new era where gays and lesbians have 
“more” rights than heterosexuals, merely that they have the same 
rights-though not, as yet, under Federal law-as their fellow citizens 
to choose a life partner and assume the privileges and burdens as 
their straight married neighbors. 

A church or synagogue may bestow a spiritual seal to a couple's 
nuptials, but the civil arm of the state confirms the union's legal 
existence. The recent law is all about the civil side. No Christian 
religious body is being attacked, undermined or discredited, nor is a 
given church being forced to marry anyone. 

Google “Christian” in any number of sources and you'll find that 
adherents comprise roughly 75 percent of the religious affiliations 
in the United States, while all of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and 
Judaism together make up only 5 percent; undecided, atheists and so 
forth, account for the remainder. 


Gillis effectively summarizes that, *...human rights are not 
a popularity contest. The people with the greatest numbers can 
change the tax system, or affect policy changes on things like 
roads or healthcare, but they cannot enforce their religious beliefs 
on any minority. And this is what many Christians seem to have a 
real problem with. No one's rights are being trampled if same-sex 
marriage is legalized." 

I’ve made the point here before that if the civil rights of African- 
Americans and other people of color had been left to a popular vote, 
there would still be Jim Crow laws on the books. You don't have to 
like it that your black neighbor can vote or that your gay neighbor 
can marry: but those facts do not mean that your rights are being 
infringed upon when they do. 

No one has yet given me a reason why the marriage of two men 
or two women would rock the foundation of anyone's heterosexual 
union. Of course, this applies to religions other than Christianity; 
dietary, sexual laws and prohibitions that are enforced within those 
religions cannot bar others from eating meat, or pork, and so forth. 

The religious rites of one group, however populous, do not 
outweigh or cancel the civil rights of others. 


For fifteen years The Harbor Group has 
been navigating our community through 
current legal and financial systems 
that impact your family. 


LIVE & EARN 


Harbor 


Retirement Group, Inc. 


An Independent Financial & Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 * North Oaks, MN 55127 


651-633-5611 
www.harborretirementgroup.com 


Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC 
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mnmaleclinic.com 
651- 578 -1000 


Let us help you and your partner 


REALLY enjoy sex. 


If you want: 
- Extended intimate moments 


- Performing your best sex ever E: "a 
* 


= 
- Complete discretion T к: 
- FDA approved custom blended 
medications 
- Guaranteed Results 
- SATISFIED PARTNERS 


Come to the Minnesota Male Clinic today for your consultation by 
certified licensed medical professionals. And if you don’t see 
results DURING your visit, your treatment is FREE. 


ias س‎ 
www.e42salon.com 


Sstreet salon 
612 729 4415 


4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 


get your style fix. 


facials back facials ^ massage haircuts 
color makeup manicure pedicure waxing 


MEN'S DAY IS EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


$PA PACKAGES & GROUP 
SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
@FACEBOOK.COME4 2 SALON 


Se ee CU 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION ! 


ЧО Family Law / Divorce Q Criminal Defense 
О Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 
Q Domestic Partnerships ü Wills and Powers of Attorney 


| | Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
=a = = ==] ڪڪ‎ Ss =S 


AL 
HY 


mer 


THE 


GRAND HAND 


GALLERY 


619 GRAND AVENUE * ST. PAUL, MN 55102 
651-312-1122 e WWW.THEGRANDHAND.COM 


CUTTING-EDGE RT 


DIGITAL SIGHT & SOUND О 


SHOWPLACE" 


1625 west end boulevard * the shops at west end 
(763) 515 . 1177 * showplaceicon.com 


' COWBOYS 


& 
ALIENS 
PRE-ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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Е 
ON 
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© 
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> 
О 
O 


THE 


MONDAY - THURSDAY ONLY 
FOR ALL SHOWS 8:30pm & LATER 


RESERVED S UJ MENBERS GET FREE MOVIES а, 


QD UJ N | | Ф SCAN THE CODE OR VISIT BIT.LY/SMP201 1 FOR INFO 


SIN EVERY? << | JOIN EXTRAS. 
GET $6 MOVIES. 


EXTRAS MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE: 


* Select titles for members-only 
are just $6 with card - any day, 
any time at the box office 
ADDITIONAL PREMIUM EXPERIENCE SURCHARGE 
APPLIES FOR ALL REAL-D 3D TITLES 

* Free refill on all sizes of 
popcorn, soda, and ICEE® 


— 
> SAME DAY, SAME VISIT ONLY, NO SUBSTITUTIONS 


* Free VIP Upgrades Monday 
through Thursday with card - 
including holidays AT BOX OFFICE ONLY 


• $5 EXTRAS Matinee Combo 
featuring a small popcorn and 
a small soda 
AVAILABLE DURING MATINEES, BEFORE 6PM ONLY 


JOIN FOR FREE 


Register for EXTRAS online only at 
showplaceicon.com and pick up your 
EXTRAS Card at Guest Services. 
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Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom’s daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
videos on YouTube.com. 


Р. 


FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


STOP 
SYPH 


MINNESOTA 


Syphilis thrives on what you don't know. 
LEARN MORE. GET TESTED. STOPSYPHMN.COM 


Funded by the 
Minnesota Department of Health 
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GLIMPSES 


by Andy Lien 


Duran Elected Minnesota 
State Bar Association 


Treasurer 

Phil Duran, Legal Director of 
OutFront Minnesota and staff attorney for 
Management Assistance Program (MAP) 
for Nonprofits, was elected Treasurer of the 
Minnesota State Bar Association (MSBA). 
Duran’s extensive experience advocating 
a variety of diversity issues includes the 
MSBA's 2010 endorsement of a marriage- 
equality resolution. 
Photo: Phil Duran, Andy Lien (Lavender Magazine), 


and Rebecca Waggoner (OutFront Minnesota) Photo by 
Sophia Hantzes 


Gen Silent Film brings 
GLBT Aging Issues into the 
Open 

Gen Silent is the new GLBT documentary 
from award-winning director and 
documentary filmmaker Stu Maddux that 
asks six GLBT seniors if they will hide their 
lives to survive. Screening at St. Anthony 
Main Theatre at 7:00 pm on August 11, the 
film will be followed by a panel discussion 
at 8:00pm and a social hour at Wilde Roast 
Café at 8:30pm. Presented by Rainbow 
Health Initiative, register to attend at http:// 
trainingtoserve.org/gensilent.html 


Photo by ©2010 MAD STU Media, LLC 


c 
Т Honest answers and 
‚реп service at a 


э $ Integrity Award 


p^ ppp 2010 Winner 


S. MINNEAPOLIS e SAVACE • BLOOMINCTON 
DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS e CHASKA e EAGAN 


AUTO BODY COLLISION 
MECHANICAL ° GLASS 
POR (PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL) 


Philip Klocksiei 


Consulting Forester 


RM 
сс hri x 


Fesouree you need. 


© E d Сгеаепнаіеа 
clang ere а Owners, 


попіс рате с е 
lovers GOVE 


Let’s Talk Trees 
651.387.4512 


Treeguyphilip@msn.com 
Ask а Uim е owner 
tax benefits. 


ISA Arborist (Licensed, Insured) 
DNR Tree Inspector 
Forest Stewardship Contract Plan Preparer 


What's Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji 
! Special Needs Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 
Financial Services Representative 

| 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


| Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY & А 

10166. Financial Planning offered through D 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment 9 
adviser. 10511180680 [exp12/12] [MN] 0 


For the if in life.? MetLife 


Give yourself 
the gift of 
20/20 vision: 


Drs. Matthew Sharpe 
and Omar Awad could 
make it happen! 


Get to know your LasikP/us surgeons: 
MarruEw SHARPE, M.D. AND Omar Амар, M.D. 
* Performed over 67,000 laser 
vision corrections combined 
* Use the latest, 100% bladeless 
LASIK technology 


* Offer guaranteed financing options* 


Call today to schedule your FREE LASIK EXAM: 


1(855)888-3937 


To learn more, visit LasikP/us.com 
EDINA * MAPLE GROVE * OAKDALE 


LasikPlus-5 


Imagine your life in focus 


©2011 LCA-Vision Inc. dba LasikP/us. “individual results will vary by patient. 
"Financing offer will be based on credit score. May require down payment 
and/or interest charges. See www.LasikPlus.com for details. 
@iStockphoto.com/lasikplus 
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COVER FEATURE | by Terrance Griep 


CITY OF LAKES, CITY OF ART 
Minneapolis Crams Three Art Fairs into One Weekend 
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Alfred de Musset tells us that great artists 
have no country, but great artists will have a 
city during the first weekend in August: our 
beloved City of Lakes, Minneapolis. 

The Uptown Art Fair will celebrate its 
48th incarnation under the theme of "Art 
Meets Life." The Fair manifests in its tradition- 
al locus, where Hennepin Avenue meets Lake 
Street, better known as Calhoun Square. This 
year's commemorative artist is former Minne- 
sota Vikings linebacker Matt Blair who knocks 
flat on its hindquarters the notion of art being 
just for sissies. “Photography and football have 
always been my passions,” Blair acknowledges. 
“I carry my camera everywhere I go to capture 
different viewpoints and perspectives we might 
not notice with our own eyes.” Encouraging 
future artists is also part of the Uptown Art 
Fair's raison d'étre. The Fair will feature “To- 
morrow’s Stars Youth Art Fair,” uniting 40 cre- 
ators between the ages of 8 and 18. Perhaps 
most inspiring is an expo that focuses on older 
adults: it will feature exhibits, interactive dem- 
onstrations by professional artists, and raffles 
for classes, artwork and more. In this way, 
life meets art just as surely as art meets life. 
http://www.uptownartfair.com/ 


The Powderhorn Art Fair will observe its 
20th anniversary this year. This landmark has 
inspired a collection of Fair-oriented memories, 
which will be tent-poled by two longtime exhibi- 
tors: jeweler Mimi Spencer and Chinese brush 
painter Charlotte Fung Miller. Powderhorn 
Art Fair features precisely 184 national and lo- 
cal artists of varied disciplines. Some of these 
artists are not just local, but thoroughly local: 


a space has been set aside for group exhibitors 
from the Powderhorn area specifically. Art 
of a more performance-oriented stripe will be 
provided by Open Eye Figure Theatre and Ar- 
ticulture. For people who prefer art absorbed 
through the eardrums, acoustic music will be 
furnished by Dan Rein (who specializes in Ira- 
nian stringed instruments), Tom Klein (who 
labors lovingly over Irish bagpipes), and the 
group Ensemble Limousine (which describes 
its sound as an eclectic French mix). The Fair, 
naturally, takes place in the bucolic, 66-acre 
Park from which it takes its name. http://pow- 
derhornartfair.org/ 


Within the shadow of the Basilica of Saint 
Mary, the Loring Park Art Festival will com- 
memorate its 12th birthday in 2011. The official 
press release quotes the Art Fair SourceBook: 
“This is an up-and-coming show in the Twin 
Cities...many many patrons who attend prefer 
it...because it’s an easier show to see, more 
compact.” This fair considers its very setting 
a work of art, the trees and the pond forming 
a de facto outdoor gallery into whose tranquil- 
ity the lined booths are carefully dovetailed. If 
you think that the Loring Park Art Festival’s 
older cousins would have exhausted the city’s 
supply of artists and artwork, you'd be under- 
standably wrong: this Festival features juried 
artwork proffered by 140 artists. The Festival's 
overarching goal is cover the whole canvas of 
expression-every medium, style, and price 
range uniting to achieve art's finest purpose: 
something for everyone. http://www.loring- 
parkartfestival.com/. O 


No laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use. |-fleetnaturals.com 
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You see, ever since | was a wee little 
Wandifa, I've wanted nothing more than to be on 
the big stage and screen. And TV. And magazine 
covers and lunch boxes. And, had there been 
personal computers or the Internets back in 
the day, ifs safe to say I'd have wanted to be 
plastered all over them as well. Some of you 
might call that a sickness. | call it my ‘gift to 
the world. 

From puppet shows af family picnics to 
podcasting live from the basement of an old 
Jehovah's Witness Kingdom Hall in south 
Minneapolis, the last 36 years of my life have 
been little more than one big audition for that 
inevitable big break. The one chance to shine 
for all the world live on stage in front of my 
countless adoring fans. My destiny 

And guess what? Ifs happened. Finally! 

A couple weeks ago my agent, Andy Lien, 
called. She insists on calling herself the 'editor 
of Lavender Magazine instead of my agent, but 
I think that's just because she wants to avoid all 
the attention that comes along with representing 
one of the largest personalities in the entire 
upper Midwest. | can understand that. Good for 
her. 

Anyway, back to my story about me. 

It seems the Guthrie called to offer me a part! 
And not just any part. The role of Buttercup! You 
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know, the salty seductress and ferry-hopping 
honey from Gilbert & Sullivan's classic comic 
opera, H.M.S. Pinafore! 

| was flabbergasted! You normally have to 
audition for a part like that, I thought to myself. 
My mind reeled. They must've seen my videos 
on YouTube or something. 

| was so excited, | could barely understand 
anything Andy was felling me. Her words were 
drowned out by the flood of images flying across 
my mind. My name in big bright letters on the 
marquee and under the star on my dressing 
room door. The electric audiences on their feet, 
night after night, applauding my performance. | 
bet this is how Barbra Streisand felt when she 
got the lead role in Funny Girl. 

| regained consciousness just as Andy was 
yammering on about a photo shoot | needed 
to do for Lavender with some of my new 
fellow cast members. Publicity photos before 
rehearsals? That's odd, | thought to myself. Isn't 
that kind of putting the cart before the horse? 
| havent even read the script yet or had the 
chance to update my Facebook status. Oh well, 
must be how they do things nowadays in the 
theater world. Clearly, [ve got a lot to learn 
about becoming a theater diva. 

Anyway, the shoot was fabulous. | got to 
meet a lot of the cast and crew from the 


production. Gosh; they were so-nice to me. Not 
once did they mention the fact that | was going 
be the big star of the show. Actually, not even 
when I asked them direct questions about when 
rehearsals start or if they knew where my 
dressing room was going to be. Most of them 
just laughed, knowingly. Like they didnt want to 
spill the beans on the street until the news hit 
all the major networks and newspapers. Real 
professionals. 

As a token of my affection and to show | 
wanted to be treated just like any other part of 
the company, | brought along some cupcakes 
from Sweets Bakeshop, decorated in the style 
of H.M.S. Pinafore. They scarfed 'em down in a 
jiffy. Actors are known for their appetites. Stick 
with me, kid, and you'll learn a thing or two. 

At the end of the shoot, | thanked everyone 
again for welcoming me to the production and 
told them how much I looked forward to opening 
night. Again, they just looked around with feigned 
blank stares and laughed. God, they're good. 

Im still not sure when rehearsals are 
supposed fo start or exactly when the production 
will open, but, don't worry fans, ГЇЇ let you know. 
| havent even gotten a script in the mail or 
anything yet, but that's OK. I've been rehearsing 
my lines from videos | found on YouTube. 


| 
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THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 


SPECS 


APPEAL 


e Thin Lens 
Specialists 


* Frames and 
Lenses 


* Eye Exams 


e Treatment and 
Management of 
Ocular Disease 


Dr. James Buchli 
on Staff 


* One-Day 
Emergency 
Service 


$50 OFF ANY 
COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES WITH THIS AD 


844 GRAND AVENUE e (651) 291-5150 
ST PAUL e (JUST EAST OF VICTORIA) 
M-F 10AM-6PM SAT. 10AM-3PM 


Estate Planning | Medical Assistance | Probate | LGBT Family Law 


(BUT WE RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


LAKEVILLE 
952-985-5855 
BURNSVILLE 
952-898-1636 


RICHFIELD 
612-866-0016 
BLOOMINGTON 
952-767-3399 


MAPLEWOOD 
651-766-9770 
EDEN PRAIRIE 
952-941-5586 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 
tangletowngardens.com 
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When: Thursday, August 4 
Time: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Cost: FREE 


Where: Uptown Cafeteria 
3001 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 


тл _ 


PRESENTED BY: 


IMPORTED VODKA 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


our stories. Our setting. Like nowhere else. 


Door COUNTY 
Dog 


DS 


SPONSORED BY: 


Uo me У У oe ДТУ 
WISCONSIN 
DoorCounty.com | 800.527.3529 | (Ы gy 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 


Human Rights Campaign • Project 515 • Outfront Minnesota • North Country Bears • All God's Children MCC 
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Hell's Kitchen 


PRIDE IN PICTURES | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


PRIDE BLOCK PARTY 
JUNE 24 


Loring Kitchen & Bar, Minneapolis 
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PRIDE IN PICTURES | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


PRIDE UPTOWN BLOCK PARTY PRIDE RAINBOW RUN 
JUNE 24 JUNE 26 


Uptown, Minneapolis Minneapolis 
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Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed. 


It’s not just a tagline. It’s a promise 
that we back up —with cash. 

OPEB 
An approval from Residential Mortgage Group, 


a division of Alerus Financial, is backed by a 
$10,000 guarantee” that your loan will close. 


kiye jte 


Why are we able to be so bold? Because we've 
never failed to close a loan we said would 
close! Contact me today to learn more about 
this Guaranteed Approval and our to-the-penny 
Guaranteed Closing Costs! 


A DIVISION OF 


RMG  eAlerus 
Pat Gleason 


RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP 
oFFICE 952.847.9834 E-MAIL pat@rmgmn.com 
patgleasononline.com 


Toll Free 
www.spe 


*Paid to the seller if RMG is unable to close based on the terms of our approval letter. 


"NW 


park 
tavern 


ПУЭ ТУУХ 


—Wingfest 2005-2006 —City Pages 


BESIJEOWEING BEST 
CENRER! IIANBDYT 


—Mpls/St.Paul Magazine —City Pages 


>) —MpIs/St.Paul Magazine 


IST IH LAE NO П ОЎ АХ 


BE Part of the routine CORPO RATS I PAN SITY —Twin Cities Business 
is & full STD testing 


offering no-charge H 


Men’s Health Clinic @ Red Door 


First Thursday of Each Month 525 Portland Ave. MPLS 
Starting August 5th 4th Floor 
4-7:30pm (612) 348-6641 
www.StopSyphMN.com 3401 Louisiana Ave. So. * St. Louis Park (952) 929-6810 * ParkTavern.net 
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PRIDE IN PICTURES | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


PRIDE CONCERT 
JUNE 25 


Loring Park, Minneapolis 
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*Need the QR reader app? Go to get.neoreader.com from you mobile phone 
to download a free app, then scan the code and get a quote. В 


The union of recycled metals to 


fair trade gemstones brings the 


high ideals of socially conscious 


jewelry to our work. 


All pieces are hand made by 

our expert jewelers and are 

constructed using reclaimed 

and re-refined gold, platinum, 
and palladium. 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 

Sophisticated yet friendly 

Luxury without pretense 


(612) 789-2656 


18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 


its alive 


Listen closely. There's a change in the air. 


It's fresh and clear and bursting with melody. 


99.5 


classical 


MINNESOTA 
PUBLIC RADIO 


A flutter of notes invigorates your soul. 


It's member-supported classical music. It's alive. 


STREAM ONLINE AT CLASSICALMPR.ORG 


CONSTRUCTION INC. 


612.760.2863 


Lavender Readers receive a 10% discount when they mention this ad! 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Metro Area! 
No job too BIG or foo small! 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY SERVICES WE CAN PROVIDE TO YOU AS A 
TOTAL CONTRACTING AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMPANY: S 


* Full-Service General Contracting 
* Carpentry & Remodeling 

* Additions 

* Bathrooms 

e Kitchens 

© Drywall 

* Painting/Staining/Wallcovering 
* Garages 

* Basements 

• Custom cabinetry 4 
* Decks/Porches Please call TODAY for a free estimate and consultation. 
* Tile/Grout/Caulking 612.760.2863 

* Roofs kenjohnson@ktkconstructioninc.com 

© Concrete (inquire for defails) www. ktkconstructioninc.com 


Trusted vendor of: Caribou Coffee, Famous Dave's, Don Pablo’. 
Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured #20638861 
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[BIG GAY NEWS | by Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Violent Murder in Myanmar 
Prompts Police Warning to Gay 
Community 

The Myanmar Times reports 


that, following a local gay man's | 


vicious stabbing death in May, 


police in Myanmar have blamed : 


the man’s “lifestyle” in part 
for his death. They argued he 
“created the opportunity for 
the murder to be committed” 
through his lifestyle. 
Homosexuality is illegal in 


Myanmar. A suspect has already | 


been arrested in the case. 


Last Inmate Gets Parole in 
Houston Gay Beating Death 

The Woodlands Villager reports 
that Jon Buice, the last of ten 
men convicted for the 1991 
brutal murder of openly gay 


Paul Broussard, was granted 
parole Friday, just three days 
before the 20th anniversary 

of his murder. Buice and nine 
other male high school students 
beat, stabbed, and stomped 
Broussard to death outside a 
Houston area gay bar. Buice was ; 
found to have delivered the stab : 
wounds that ultimately led to 
Broussard's death. Broussard's 
family said they were stunned 
when they learned Buice was 
paroled after serving only 19 of 
his 45 year sentence. 


Obama Administration Asks ! 
Appeals Court To Reinstate DADT : 
The AP reports that the Obama  : 
administration is asking the 

9th Circuit Court of Appeals to 
reconsider its order last week to 


halt further enforcement of the 
military's ban on openly gay 
service members. Lawyers for 


¦ the Justice Department said 
¦ the order would interfere with 
i the “orderly process" already 


underway to repeal the ban. In 
a statement, the Justice Dept. 
said, "Any court-ordered action 


¦ forced upon the military services i 


so close to the completion of 


! this repeal policy pre-empts the 


deliberate process established 
by Congress and the President 


¦ to ensure an orderly and 


successful transition of this 


i significant policy change.” 


Attorneys for the Log Cabin 
Republicans, who originally 
brought the case, responded 


¦ to the administration's 


decision, saying, “It is sad 


and disappointing that the 
government continues to try to 
prevent openly gay and lesbian 
Americans from serving in our 
armed forces.” 


Bachmann Under Fire Over 
Husband's Anti-Gay Therapy 
Practice 

The Washington Post reports 
that Minnesota congresswoman 
and GOP presidential candidate 
Michele Bachmann and her 
husband Marcus are being 
criticized by mental health 
professionals for providing so- 
called “reparative therapy” to 
gay clients. Marcus Bachmann 
has denied the center offers 
the therapy, but undercover 
video released by ABC News 
shows a therapist at the center 
telling a gay client he could 
become straight through prayer. 
Bachmann has declined to 
comment on the video footage, 
but said she was “proud” of 
their counseling business. 


California Gov Signs Landmark 
Law to Teach Gay History 

FOX News reports that, 
following Gov Jerry Brown's 
signature Thursday, California 
becomes the first US state to 
require public schools to include 
gay history in social studies 
classes. In response to critics 
the legislation's author, San 
Francisco Sen. Mark Leno said, 
“We should not be afraid to 
teach our children of the broad 
diversity of human experience." 
The state must now draw up 
guidelines for local school 
districts and their teachers 

to determine what should be 
included in the curriculum. 


Florida University Breaks Barriers for Trans Students 


by Ellen Krug 


———» The University of South Florida, located in Tampa, announced earlier this month that applications for 
dormitory housing for the upcoming school year will contain a new category of gender: “transitioning,” for 
transgender students. This is an expansion from the traditional “male,” and “female,” gender categories. This 
groundbreaking change in school housing options came about after a transgender student complained of a 
"negative experience in on-campus housing" last year, according to a USF press release. That student, Taylor 
McCue, worked with USF housing officials to devise a new housing arrangement that takes into account the 
unique issues facing transgender students who are transitioning. 
Under the new plan, if a student checks, "transitioning," on the housing application, university housing officials 
will present the student with the option of a single dormitory room with bathroom or a two bedroom suite with 
shared bathroom. The transgender student can designate a specific person as a roommate. 

'The most controversial aspect of the plan is that the transgender student can elect to simply play the housing 
lottery and be assigned a roommate randomly based on the transgender student's assigned gender at birth. As 
the plan presently exists, the randomly selected roommate would not be advised of the transitioning status of 


his or her roommate. O 
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Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. 


PRIVATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 


Patrick R. Burns, IMI Certified Mediator 
(612) 875-1022 | www.resolve.pro 
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Fri & Sat nights! Just $25! 


Chan hasse Ser 
ина 


952-934-1525 
800-362-3515 
CHANHASSENDT.COM 


Office of Admission 651-748-5577 
moundsparkacademy.org 


2051 Larpenteur Avenue East 
Saint Paul, MN 55109 


A |! 


Making its Main 
Stage Debut, on 
August 5! 


e Unique Gifts 
e Extraordinary Container Gardens 
* Exceptional quality and variety of plants 


* Distinctive pots and containers J E RRY AS BURG. 


from around the world 


inc ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience in: 
Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


270 West L A A А Е 
1 Ae оомо 3009 Holmes Ave. 5. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information. www.jerrya bu rg.com 


COMMENTARY | by Gary Gimmestad 


VIOLENCE (IN RHETORIC 
BEGETS VIOLENCE 


Irecently contributed a commentary piece to the Minneapolis Star Tri- 
bune drawing connections between hate speech in its legislative forms 
and violence toward GLBT citizens; connections that are more than obvi- 
ous to our community. That article was sparked by my own experience 
as a victim of a hate crime; my friend Larry and I were assaulted in front 
of the Oak Grove Hotel on the eve of Pride weekend. 


We were shoved around, verbally abused 
and threatened; there were far more violent 
attacks over Pride weekend. We're both 
Scandinavians who tend to minimize trau- 
mas. I might say to a concerned friend, “It's 
fortunate that we weren't seriously injured. 
We were very lucky.” The reality is that 
Larry and I were plunged plenty deep into 
the well of homophobic hell. But we were 
only shaken; we weren't shattered. There 
are many more victims who are so deep in 
that well that you can't hear them. 

The just-released report from the Nation- 
al Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs states 
that 50.1% of hate violence survivors did not 
report to the police. And, nationally, reports 
of anti-LGBTQH hate violence increased by 
13% from 2009 to 2010. Those are dismay- 
ing statistics. The NCAVP studies have also 
shown that violent crimes against us occur 
more frequently in June, July and August, 
when Pride festivals are held. 

In conversation with Rebecca Waggon- 
er, OutFront MN's Anti-Violence Program 
Director, I learned that discussions have 
resurfaced about resuming neighborhood 
patrols. As she related this and other unset- 
tling information, she often said, “I don't 
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mean to scare you,” implying, “Don't panic. 
Don't go into hiding, but be aware.” 

I've learned much in the past few weeks 
about the relationships among police de- 
partments, our elected officials, LGTB or- 
ganizations and the media. They're all over- 
stretched all of the time. As a crime victim 
I feel a great sense of urgency, and time 
stands still while I wait for important infor- 
mation or a phone call that isn't returned. 
And sometimes the barriers to progress 
seem insurmountable. As Bill, my North 
Carolina buddy says, “Lord, seems you have 
to go around a mountain to get where you 
want to get to.” Amen. And, indeed, when 
I read my early “crime journal” entries, my 
lack of confidence and my impatience are 
more than apparent. But I've learned that we 
do have allies in elected offices, at OutFront 
MN, in the media, and in the police depart- 
ment who do listen, consider carefully and 
compassionately, and follow through. 

It's my fervent hope that no other lives 
are thrown off course and that no others are 
injured or killed as anti-gay rhetoric begins 
to crescendo toward the 2012 election. We 
have the power to respond-as we have in 
the recent past-by calling out the sponsors 


of hate speech, boycotting their businesses, 
and challenging the media that takes their 
advertising dollars. On July 1, the Minneso- 
ta Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure 
Board ruled against Tom Prichard (Minne- 
sota Family Council) in his attempt to hide 
pro-amendment contributions via the perni- 
cious "Citizens United" ruling. Prichard's 
claim that disclosure would expose donors 
to retribution, vandalism and violence from 
amendment opponents is a clear contender 
for this year's "Stunning Irony" award. It's 
the donors! fear of political and social stig- 
ma that goads them to hide. Because they 
know, deep in their hard hearts, that the 
anti-gay rhetoric they foment precipitates 
violent attacks against us. 

Their rocks have been lifted; we can see 
their serpentine forms and name them. For 
starters, if you’d like to meet the top donors 
who helped put the marriage amendment 
on the ballot, go online and enter the search 
terms “donors behind putting gay marriage 
on the Minnesota ballot.” 

I've been able to advocate for myself dur- 
ing this ordeal. I won't go Norwegian on you 
by calling that fortunate. It's been a major 
pain. I've also had great support from many 
people and organizations, and I am fortunate 
to be part of a network of great friends and 
family. There are many others who are alone 
and shattered in the aftermath of a violent 
homophobic attack. My next step is to find a 
way to advocate for them. 

I'm obviously preaching to the choir in 
this space. I have just one more comment: 
Get out there and sing! O 


Р• eS On GRAND Sunday, August 79e Noon-4pm 


SUME the dog days of summer on st. paul's grand avenue 


Treats, kissing booth, games, dog wash, 
crafts, blessing of the animals, contests, 
mini-massages, photo opportunities, 
sales, special offers and more! 


Grdnd Avenue 
nt^ Visit booths from 12+ Pet.Food Drive 
». adu. rescue organizations July-31-August 7 


Building LIFESTYLE 


grandave.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM AND THE 
MINNESOTA LYNX TEAM UP! 


Go online and check out 

for the exculsive Lavender's Photo Gallery of the Lynx's 
basketball games and events covered by photographer 
Sophia Hantzes. 


View the Lynx's Upcoming Games schedule. 
Plus, enter for your chance to WIN Lynx merchandise and more! 


2011 ROMA award winner for 
Additions over 600 square feet 
and 
Total House Remodels 
Under 2500 square feet 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


VUJOVICH 


jm) jes eS) Lt Cam ip} SB UOTE 


612-338-2020 
www.vujovich.com 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 
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< 
H.M.S. Pinafore. Photo by Michal Daniel 


H.M.S. Pinafore — Why does Gilbert and Sullivan’s 1878 operetta H.M.S. 
Pinafore still have legs? My theory is that it hits two central nerves: (1) it savages 
political favoritism in the military, and (2) it challenges the way marriage was and, 
frequently, still is defined. The Guthrie’s current revival reverberates now because 
its observations can actually apply to contemporary American events. 

In April ‘08 the New York Times’s David Barstow exposed how the Pentagon 
secretly paid retired high-ranking military men to disinform the US public about 
Bush’s war policy. For over five years we’d seen networks (not just Fox) trot out 
lying old curmudgeons squawking official lies. Hence, Peter Thomson’s deli- 
ciously disgustingly decadent performance as Sir Joseph Porter, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, strikes contemporary parallels. Based on a real life figure from Prime 
Minister Benjamin Disraeli’s administration, here’s the top navy secretary who 
knows nothing of ships! (Remember Bush’s incompetent ‘heck of a job’ Brownie, 
FEMA Chief during Katrina?) 

Pinafore’s class-challenging advocacy for love between a mere working-class 
sailor and the loftier Captain’s daughter may not be the same-sex marriage battle, 
but it has teeth as 1878’s audience knew intrinsically that marriage had perennially 
been not about romantic love, but about arrangement. 

Aleks Knezevich and Heather Lindell shine as the lovers, with a breathtaking 
Streisand-caliber showstopper sung by Lindell - “The Hours Creep on Apace.” 
Robert Berdahl is uptight perfection as her Captain dad, with a vibrant Christina 
Baldwin as his lower-class latent love interest. Director Joe Dowling’s sensual cast 
matched with David Bolger’s dazzling choreography is utterly joyous. • Through 
Aug. 28 * Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. * (612) 377-2224 e 
www.guthrietheater.org 
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The Demon Barber of Fleet Street: The 
Melodrama of Sweeney Todd The tale of the 
barber who provides human corpses for his 
landlady's meat pies is a popular Sondheim 
musical. But C. G. Bond’s melodrama version 
also crackles with macabre dynamism, along 
with the innards roasting in the cellar oven! 

Charismatic Billy Mullaney relishes the 
obsessiveness of a common man's ven- 
geance quest for misdeeds done him by cor- 
rupt oligarchs. But ironically, Todd ends up 
victimizing less fortunate men. 

Director Peter Moore's U of M cast em- 
bodies Victorian social hierarchy. Set design- 
er Lance Brockman, Jonathan Offut's scenic 
team, and Mark Larson's lighting evoke cryp- 
tic moods reminiscent of ‘30s British films. 
* Through Aug. 27 * Minnesota Centennial 
Showboat, Harriet Island, St. Paul • (651) 
227-1100 e www.showboat.umn.edu 


The Demon Barber of Fleet Street. Photo by Cody Baldwin 


Cedar Rapids Famous — When Andy and 
Barney move to Cedar Rapids from San Fran- 
cisco in 2007 they expect to be met with paro- 
chial attitudes. Instead, they're embraced as 
founders of the town's first gay community. 
They even become celebrity judges of a Pork 
Queen Contest and local media regulars. 

Playwright Joe Jennison of Mt. Vernon, 
lowa, says it's about “meaningful gay love 
in a community that isn't exactly on the k.d. 
lang tour." Alex Schulte and Zakary Morton 
play the couple that gets married during that 
22.5-hour window when marriage equal- 
ity existed in lowa. * Aug. 6-14 • Augsburg 
Mainstage, 2211 Riverside Ave., Mpls. * 
(866) 811-4111 • www.fringefestival.org 


[ MUSIC ] > 


zl MORS s E b 
Bluehouse. Photo Courtesy of CPR Artists and Entertaiment. (Bluehouse's 
management) 


Photo Courtesy of Paul Banwart (Carlson School of Management - U of M) 


Bluehouse - Australia's 
Dynamic Lesbian Duo Plays the 
Loring Theater 

'To catch the dreamy wave of the 
acoustical sounds of Bluehouse you 
don't have to go to a beautiful beach 
in their native Australia, but simply 
kick back at the Loring Theater. An 
indie band sensation *down under," 
the folk-pop duo of Jacqueline ‘Jac- 
qui' Walter and Bernadette Carroll 
began collaborating after meeting at 
a Melbourne pub in 1995. They've 
toured throughout Australia and the 
US and have played New Zealand's 
World of Music, Arts, and Dance 
Festival (WOMAD) and Scotland's 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Walter says, “our journey has 
been amazing and, of course, when 
you go into this industry you never 
know what the future holds. We 
have been so lucky to work with the 
caliber of artists that we have and 
to have built such a loyal fan base 
both in Australia and the USA." 

Like the Topp Twins duo from 
New Zealand, Australia's sister na- 
tion down under, Bluehouse has an 
utterly mystical appeal across the 
sexual orientation divide that's led 
to recording in Nashville and a fan 
base within both the country music 
crowd and the GLBT community. 
Their video to “Walking Down the 
Line" from their One More Kiss 
album has them grooving in cow- 
boy boots with motorbike bubbas 
down in Johnson City, Texas, home 
of the aggressively pro-civil rights 
President Lyndon Johnson. 

Carroll, very much a civil rights 
proponent, points out that “Austra- 
lia has a proud history of les- 
bian and gay activism. We recently 
played at one of the Australian 


GLBT community’s most iconic events called ‘Womyn Down Under.’ It was a four hour, all- 
female concert at the Sydney Opera House." • Bluehouse * Doors 7pm, Music 8pm • 
Wed., Aug. З • Loring Theater, 1407 Nicollet Ave. So., Mpls. • (612) 353-6781 ° 


www.loringtheater.com 


[ Theater ] 


The Cherry Orchard. Photo by Luverne Seifer. 


The Cherry Orchard — Min- 
neapolis director Luverne Seifert 
and his wife, actress Darcey 
Engen, have roots in southern 
Minnesota. He says, "We've 
witnessed the gradual loss of 

once-vibrant towns. Long-estab- 
lished families lost their busi- 
nesses, creating a gradual decline." 
While playwright Anton Chekhov 
relates the loss a family estate a 
century ago, farm foreclosures have 
plagued contemporary Minnesota. 
Therefore, that parallel is served 

by staging the classic in a New Ulm 
house built in 1887 by Minnesota's 
14th Governor, John Lind. 

Engen, who plays protagonist 
Lyubov, says her character "is 
surprised and confused about the 
social and political change hap- 
pening around her.” e July 27-31 
* Historic Lind House, 622 Center 
St., New Ulm, MN • (800) 838-3006 
* www.brownpapertickets.com 
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ARTS | by John Townsend 


PROVOCATIVE IDEAS INFUSE 


QUEER-FRIENDLY FRINGE 


The 17th Annual Minnesota Fringe Festival is packed with Bad Boys, Busty 
Pirates, and Sex Ed. Gay serial killer Andrew Cunanan leads the pack with 
My Dinner with Andrew from actor/writer Robert John Ford. The FBI investiga- 
tion regarding Cunanan's 1997 killing spree figures deeply into the conversations 
dramatized. That's because Ford had frequent encounters with the man who would 
ultimately murder fashion designer Gianni Versace in broad daylight. As the play- 
wright puts it, he hopes "to exorcise the memories that have weighed heavily on me 
for 14 years." Cunanan's first three murders occurred in Minneapolis and Chicago. 


Social networking's dark side , 
is portrayed in Status Update | 
by Laurel Schwarz inspired by | 
Rutgers student Tyler Clemen- | 
ti's suicidal jump off a bridge last | 
year. A male-male sex experience | 
he engaged in was released via : 
internet without his permission. | 


Schwarz addresses youth issues, 


as well as charged privacy issues | 


in our high tech era. 


Yarrrh. Photo by Scott Pakudaitis 


Tony-nominee Melissa Hart | 
directs YARRRH! The Lusty : 
Busty Pirate Musical by Dan- | 
iel Pinkerton who calls it "the | 
female Irma Уер. It's the lost | 
Marx Brothers Pirate movie. I | 
guarantee outrageous pansexu- | 


al humor." 
Director Paul von Stoetzel, 


as becomes a literal figure in , 
other people's nightmares. The : 


sharply observant Mike Price, 


of fitness model fame, also ex- | 
amines mental illness in his solo | 
work No Change of Address. 


| Primadonnas. Photo by 


Writer/performer 


world of Jean Genet. 
Top-notch choreographers, 


Christopher Watson and Jeffrey | 
Peterson, present How Do You : 


] Johanna | Vampire Lesbians of Sodom. Photo by 
¦ Nutter's My Pregnant Brother | 

| reflects her relationship with | 
' her transgender brother who | 
identifies as a man but hasn't | 
had female to male (FTM) sur- | 
gery. Male actor Jared Zeigler | 
plays a Countess who becomes | 
aware of her lesbian identity in | 
the utopian Primadonnas by ; 
Margret Williams. The play's | 
¦ prison setting recalls the homo- | 
| erotic and crossgender under- | 
acclaimed for his macabre pro- ! 
ductions, stages his first musi- | 
cal, Nightmare Man by Nathan | 
Schulz. Derek Meyer as Thom- | 


See it? Male-male relationships 


¦ of a woman by а rivalrous man 
and woman are among situa- 
tions performed. 


Lucas of New York 


Inspired by Lady Gaga, Rose- | 


anne Barr, and Margaret Cho, 
performer Anna  Charlotte's 
Meat My Package addresses 


bodies, taboo sexual desires, 
and hostility toward sex educa- 


Charles Busch's camp classic, 


Vampire Lesbians of Sodom. : 
| Mark Hooker stars. 


The Tales From The Twisted | (зоб) 811-4111 


Cities play bill includes The Art : www.fringefestival.org 


Project, wherein playwright | 


: Reginald Edmund creates what 
are romanticized and the pursuit | 
| about gay love, longing, and 
| loss. Levi Morris's "Son of A 


he calls an eternal love story 


_!" is about an artist's upbring- 


i ing and coming out as what he 
| describes as "a queer artist." 


ш 
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| Recovery. Photo by Jasmine Vogue Pai 


Recovery concerns two leu- 


| kemia patients who, as openly 
i gay playwright Mark Jason Wil- 
our inability to talk about our ; 
| with finding new beginnings 
j than facing the end." O 

tion. Brazen Theatre remounts | 
¦ Minnesota Fringe Festival 


liams says "are more concerned 


¦ Aug. 4-14 
; Various Venues in Mpls-St. 
¦ Paul 
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$ 
Dave's 
& Air Conditioning 


With weather in Minnesota, you 
just never know... whether it’s -30° 
in July or 120? in December, we've 

got the services you need. 


б.б. Bond 
IN PETER MOORE 
‘VERN SUTTON 

a 3 


PREMIER 


ald RESOURCE í 


Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


CONDO OR LOFT BUYERS: 
HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 


Whether you’re a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 
buying a home can be a daunting process. It’s an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this FREE report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 


DOM NTOWN JOE GRUNNET 


Gondos!lLofts i E= 


| MUSIC | by Ed Huyck ® 


CK KEYS SHE & HIM | | 
, Г THE BLA ОЕТ MOUSE 
\+ MY MORNING JACKET 
4 ` FLORENCE + THE MACHINE 
7 _ РАШ. McCARTNEY 
CEELOGREEN KID ROCK 
iu ا‎ он 
dal NICK LOWE 
JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE | 
~ FIONA APPLE & JON BRION 
JULIAN CASABLANCAS 
. GRAHAM NASH JOHN DOE 
LOU REED THE DETROIT COBRAS 


ICEAGE New Brigade 

———> It's pretty clear that punk 
isn't going to die, as the style - like hop 
hop - constantly reinvents itself, merg- 
ing with new sounds or traveling back 
to explore lost moments of the past. 
These Danish teens go way back into 
the (relative) past, evoking the moody 
and melodic rawness of early Joy Divi- 
sion and the first spark of post-punk on 
this 24-minute debut. True or not, low-fi 
recordings bring an inherent energy to 
them as you can tell the band is truly 
alive in the studio, hammering out the 
music seemingly as you listen. While 
there's a lot of fuzz and noise on these 
tunes, there are also plenty of compel- 
ling melodies driving the dozen brief 
tunes on the collection that make you 
stop and listen. 
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Rave On Buddy Holly 

—— The all-star covers album is often a troubled beast. If the 
guest artists change things up too much, it can sound completely 
alien; hew too close, and you might as well listen to the original. 
For the most part, this collection navigates the troubled waters for 
a fun set that tackles a terrifically skilled songwriter. Most of the 
artists stick close to the original intent – if not the actual sound – of 
Holly's pared-down rock ‘n’ roll and country, such as Paul McCart- 
ney sounding more like Jack White than himself on "It's So Easy" 
or John Doe bringing all the twang he can muster on “Peggy Sue 
Got Married." Modern artists also get into the fun, with Florence + 
Machine crafting a moody “Not Fade Away.” 


“Shangri - La 


YACHT Shangri La 

————»- Апа now a bit of dance-pop 
perfection. The project of Pacific North- 
west experimentalist Jona Bechtolt, 
Yacht bangs out sinewy dance anthems 
that mix the traditional electronic chill 
with touches of humanity. Their fifth 
album continues Bechtolt's longtime 
exploration of utopia, prodding the 
topic in individual songs like "Paradise 
Engineering" and "Beam Me Up." Add- 
ing vocal color to the music is Claire L. 
Evans, whose chilly delivery tempers 
the utopian cheer and adds a bit of un- 
expected venom to the album's darker 
moments. Comparisons here are tough 
to make, as sometimes there's an early 
(1977-78) Talking Heads vibe, mixed in 
with a bit of mid-period New Order and 
mixed together with the primitive elec- 
tro pulse of Gary Numan or Kraftwerk. 
Oh hell, just give it a listen. 


GILLIAN WELCH 

The Harrow & The Harvest 

————»- You can't judge a book by its 
cover or an album by its sleeve, which 
is a bit of a shame in the case of Gillian 
Welch's new set. Between the title, the 
font and the pen and ink illustration I 
was hoping this would be some kind of 
Fairport-Convention-style electric folk 
album. Instead, it has Welch traveling 
down a familiar aural path that has lost 
its edge over the past two decades. 
Welch's dark tone has never bothered 
me, but her earlier albums had intensity 
and snap that is missing from these 10 
tracks. Perhaps some of that can be laid 
at the feet of the protracted recording 
process, which took years. Or maybe 
Welch has run out of fresh things to 
say. O 
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BREW AT THE 


Ticket Prices: Meet our 
e $45 per person in advance 


e $55 per person at the gate* N ew Residen t S 


*if available 
Designated Driver: 
e $30 per person X - 


Guests must be 21 years of age 
to attend. 


Includes: 

e Complimentary appetizers 
e Souvenir tasting glass 

* Live music featuring 


Martin Zellar 
and the 
Hardways 


Opening act Trent Shaw's 
Trainwreck 


Purchase tickets online 
at mnzoo.org 


OUT 
ON THE TOWN 


JULY-AUGUST 


CALENDAR 


Luverne Seifert's production of 
"The Cherry Orchard’ July 27 - 
July 31 * 7 PM, 9 PM, 2 PM Show- 
times • Tickets $10 - $15 • Historic 
John Lind House, 622 Center St., 
New Ulm, MN • For more info or 
tickets, visit www.brownpapertick- 
ets.com 


Ordway Summer Dance Series 
- Irish. July 28 * 5:30 РМ • Free ad- 
mission * Landmark Plaza, down- 
town St. Paul * For more info, 651- 
224-4222 or visit www.ordway. 
org/summerdance/ 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game. 
July 29 • 7 PM * Lynx vs. Storm 
* Target Center, Mpls * For tickets 
or more info, visit www.wnba.com/ 
lynx 


St. Cloud/Central Minnesota 
PFLAG Marriage Equality Rally. 
July 29 • 7 - 8:30 PM * Waite Park 
Pavilion * For more info, visit www. 
wmenow.org 


The Summer of Superheroes: 
Free Outdoor Movies at Central 
Library. July 29 * Dusk (approx. 
9:30 PM) * Free & open to the pub- 
lic * Central Library, Kellogg Boule- 
vard Courtyard, 90 W. 4" St., St. Paul 
* For more info, call 651-222-3242 
or email friendsGthefriends.org 


Northrop presents “Voices 
Merging: Summer Open Mic’ 
July 29 * 7 - 9 PM • For more info, 
call 612-625-6600 or visit www. 
northrop.umn.edu/event/sum- 
mer-music-festival-northrop-201 1 


Midtown Global Jazz Festival. 
July 30* Noon - 8 PM • Main Stage, 
Education Stage and Art Festival, 
Midtown Exchange, 920 E. Lake 
St., Mpls * For more info, visit www. 
midtownglobaljazzfestival.org 


Home for Life 8 Annual Ride 
For Their Lives. July 30 • Compli- 
mentary breakfast at 9 AM, Ride 
begins afterward and ends at 
Home For Life around 12:15 PM 
*Free, but donations are welcome * 
Please RSVP so we can get a count 
for breakfast and lunch. • www. 
homeforlife.org 


Home for Life Open House 
and Memorial Garden. July 30 ° 
Event is free & open to public, but 
donations are appreciated * For 
more info or to RSVP for lunch, 
call 1-800-252-5918 or visit www. 
homeforlife.org 


Minnesota Center for Book Arts 
presents Book Arts Biennial 
2011 and The MCBA Prize Gala 
July 30 - 31 * For more info, visit 
www.mnbookarts.org 


Northern Lights Women's Softball 
League Games. July 31 ° Taft #1: 
3:30 PM/Coale's Campers vs. Players, 
4:35 PM/Sweet Nuggets vs. Cedar 
Inn, 5:40 PM/Sweet Nuggets vs. I'd 
Hit That, 6:45 PM/I'd Hit That vs. TC 
Kings • Taft #2 : 3:30 PM/Foxy Boxes 
In Soxes vs. Full Spectrum, 4:35 PM/ 
The Hassle vs. BLUSH, 5:40 PM/ 
Where My Pitches At! vs.OctoFusion, 
6:45 PM/X-Factor vs. Master Batters 
* For more info, contact Schmell at 
nlwsl schmell&comcast.net 


Mouldy Figs Concert. Aug 1*6-8 
PM * Free Outdoor Concert • Ken- 
wood Retirement Community, 825 
Summit Ave., Mpls * For more info, 
call 612-374-8100 or visit www. 
thekenwood.org 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game. 
Aug 2 * 7 PM * Lynx vs. Mercury 
* For more info or tickets, visit 
www.wnba.com/lynx 


Loring Theater presents Blue- 
house. Aug 3 * Doors 7 PM, Show 8 
PM * Loring Theater, 1407 Nicollet 
Ave. S., Mpls * For more info, visit 
www.loringtheater.com 


Minnesota Fringe Festival. Min- 
nesota's festival of the performing 
arts! Aug 4 - 14 * For more info or 
tickets, visit www.fringefestival.org 


Ordway Summer Dance Series – 
Classic R&B/Soul . Aug 4 * 5:30 PM 
* Free admission * Landmark Plaza, 
downtown St. Paul * For more info, 
651-224-4222 or visit www.ord- 
way.org/summerdance/ 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game. 
Aug 4 * 7 PM * Lynx vs. Silver Stars 
* For more info or tickets, visit 
www.wnba.com/lynx 


Uptown Art Fair. Aug 5 - 7 • www. 
uptownminneapolis.com 


“Nightmare Man Musical: 
Aug 5 at 5:30 PM, Aug 8 at 8:30 
PM, Aug 12 at 4 PM, Aug 13 at 
7 PM and Aug 14 at 2:30 PM 
* Gremlin Theatre, 2400 Univer- 


sity Ave. W., St. Paul * For more 
info, visit www.facebook.com/ 
nightmaremanmusical?sk=info 
e www.gremlin-theatre.org 


Patrick's Cabaret presents 
"Singer/Songwriter Series" with 
Possessed by Paul James and 
Drew Peterson Group. Aug 5* 8 
PM * Tickets $10 at door • Patrick's 
Cabaret, 3010 Minnehaha Ave. S., 
Mpls * For tickets or more info, call 
612-724-6273 or visit www.pat- 
rickscabaret.org 


Loring Park Art Festival. Aug 6 - 
7 * Sat/10 AM - 6 PM, Sun/10 AM 
= 5 PM • Loring Park, downtown 
Mpls * For more info, visit www. 
loringparkartfestival.com 


Powderhorn Art Fair. Aug 6 - 7 
* Sat/10 AM - 6 PM, Sun/10 AM - 
5 PM * Powderhorn Park, 3400 15" 
Ave.S., Mpls * For more info, visit us 
at www.powderhornartfair.org 


Hartford Breast Cancer Ride. Aug 
6 - 7 + For more info on the Ride 
and registering, visit us at www. 
breastcancerride.org 


Hennes Art Company presents 
"Abstract Expressionism - The AB 
EX Show’: Aug 6 - Sept 30 • Open- 
ing Reception Aug 6,6 - 9 PM * Gal- 
lery Hours Mon - Sat/10 AM - 5 PM 
* Hennes Art Company, 1607 Hen- 
nepin Ave., Mpls * For more info, 
call 612-436-2077 or visit www. 
hennesart.com 


Chippewa Valley Pride. Aug 6* 11 
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NAS. Photo by Melissa Hesse 


12 


AM - 5 PM • Braun's Bay Pavilion, 
Carson Park, Eau Claire, WI * For 
more info, visit www.chippewa- 
valleypride.org 


North Star Gay Rodeo Associa- 
tion Dance. Aug 6* 8 PM - 12:30 
AM * $10 suggested donation 
at door gets you in and the first 
beverage of your choice • Bal- 
lentine VFW, 2916 Lyndale Ave.S., 
Mpls * For more info, visit www. 
nsgra.org 


Paws on Grand. Aug 7 * Noon - 4 
PM * Grand Avenue, St. Paul * For 
more info, visit www.grandave. 
com 


Northern Lights Women’s 
Softball League Games. Aug 7 
* Taft #1: 3:30 PM/I'd Hit That vs. 
Cedar Inn, 4:35 PM/l'd Hit That 
vs. TC Kings, 5:40 PM/OctoFu- 
sion vs. BLUSH, 6:45 PM/X-Factor 
vs. Where My Pitches At! • Taft 
32: 3:30 PM/Master Batters vs. 
Coale's Campers, 4.35 PM/Sweet 
Nuggets vs. Foxy Boxes In Soxes, 
5:40 PM/Full Spectrum vs. Sweet 
Nuggets, 6:45 PM/Players vs. The 
Hassle * For more info, contact 
Schmell at nlwsl schmell&com- 
cast.net 


Fargo-Moorhead Pride. Aug 11 
- 14* www.fmpride.com 


"Gen Silent" Documentary 
Film Screening. Aug 11 • 7 РМ 
* Panel Discussion afterward at 
8 PM, Social Hour at Wilde Roast 
Café at 8:30 PM • St. Anthony 
Main Theatre, Mpls 


Rhythmic Circus presents “Feet 
Don't Fail Me Now!” Aug 12 - 13 
* 8 PM * Tickets $24 - $31 • Pan- 
tages Theatre, 710 Hennepin 
Ave., Mpls * For tickets or more 
info, call 1-800-982-2787 or visit 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


Imperial Court of MN Corona- 
tion. Aug 13 - 15 * For more info, 
visit www.impcourtmn.org 


Museum of Russian Art pres- 
ents "The Art of Oleg Vassiliev: 
Discovering 20'^ Century Rus- 
sian Masters" 

Aug 13 * The Museum of Russian 
Art, 5500 Stevens Ave. S., Mpls 
* For more info, visit www.tmora. 
org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust pres- 
ents Chris Isaak. Aug 13 • 8 PM 
e Tickets $42.50 – $52.50 ° State 
Theatre, Downtown Mpls * For 
more info or tickets, visit www. 
hennepintheatretrust.org 


4* Annual Pins for Pets - Bowl 
For the Fix!. Aug 13 - 14 * Check 
in starts at 1 PM, Bowling starts at 
3 PM • $20 registration fee * Fla- 
herty’s Arden Bowl * For more 
info or to register, visit www.pins- 
forpets.org * www.mnsnap.org 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game. 
Aug 14 * 6 PM * Lynx vs. Shock 
* For more info or tickets, visit 
www.wnba.com/lynx 


Japanese Lantern Lighting 
Festival. Aug 14 * 4 PM - Dusk 


* Como Ordway Memorial Japa- 
nese Garden 


Northern Lights Women's Soft- 
ball League Games . Aug 14 
+ 3:30 PM/I'd Hit That vs. Full Spec- 
trum, 4:35 PM/Sweet Nuggets vs. 
Full Spectrum, 5:40 PM/Cedar Inn 
vs. Foxy Boxes In Soxes, 6:45 PM/ 
Cedar Inn vs. TC Kings • Taft #2: 
3:30 PM/The Hassle vs. Coale's 
Campers, 4:35 PM/Coale's Camp- 
ers vs. Players, 5:40 PM/BLUSH vs. 
Where My Pitches At!, 6:45 PM/ 
Master Batters vs. X-Factor * For 
more info, contact Schmell at nl- 
wsl_schmell@comcast.net 


Minnetonka Theatre presents 
"Anything Goes” July 23, 29, 30 
and Aug 5,6 at 7:30 PM = July 31 
at 4 PM * Aug 4 at 2 PM * Tickets 
$17/adults, $15/seniors, $12/ 
youth * Arts Center on 7, Main 
Stage, Minnetonka Theatre, Min- 
netonka High School Campus, 
18285 Hwy 7, Minnetonka, MN 
* For more info or tickets, call 
952-401-5898 or visit us at www. 
minnetonkatheatre.com 


Rosalux Gallery presents 
“Head Dressed’, Paintings by 
Toni Gallo. Through July 31 ° 
Regular gallery hours are Fri/ 
4—8 PM. Sat/2 - 6 РМ, Sun/12- 4 
PM, with free admission * Rosalux 
Gallery, 1224 2" St. N., Mpls * For 
more info, visit www.rosaluxgal- 
lery.com or www.tonigallo.com 


Theatre In the Round Players 
present "The Fantasticks’ July 8 


-31 ‘Tickets $22 • Theatre In the 
Round Players, 245 Cedar Ave., 
Mpls * For more info, tickets and 
performance times, call 612-333- 
3010 or visit www.theatreinther- 
ound.org 


Dinner with the Tsars: Imperial 
Russian Porcelain. Through Aug 
7 * The Museum of Russian Art, 
5500 Stevens Ave. Mpls. 612- 
821-9045 * www.tmora.org 


Circus Juventas presents 
“GRIMM - Happily Ever After!” 
Through Aug 14 * Tickets $13.50 
= $27.50 * Circus Juventas Big 
Top, 1270 Montreal Ave., St. Paul 
+ For performance dates/times as 
well as more info or tickets, call 
612-343-3390 or 651-699-8229 
*www.circusjuventas.org 


Nina Bliese Gallery presents 
Nanci Yermakoff - Transparent 
Spaces. Through Sept 9 * Gallery 
hours Tues - Fri/Noon - 4 PM, 
or by appointment * Nina Bliese 
Gallery, 225 S. 6" St, Ground 
Floor, Mpls * For more info, call 
612-332-2978 or visit www.nin- 
abliesegallery.com 


"Shades of Red: The Evolution 
of Early Soviet Art: Through 
Sept 15 • The Museum of Russian 
Art, 5500 Stevens Ave. S;, Mpls 
* Hours are Mon - Fri 10 AM to 
5 PM, Sat 10 AM - 4 PM and Sun 
1-5 РМ • Admission is $7/Adults 
* www.tmora.org 


Brave New Workshop pres- 
ents "Obama Mia: or The Real 
Housewives of Abbottabad” 
Through Oct 1 * Thurs/8 PM/$26, 
Fri/8 | PM/$29,  Sat/7PM/S29, 
Sat/10 PM/$27 * The Brave New 
Workshop Theatre, 2605 Hen- 
nepin Ave. S., Mpls * For tickets, 
call 612-332-6620 or visit www. 
bravenewworkshop.com 


FOR MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS. VISIT 
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Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 


| Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful location 


Brass Rail 

Completely remodeled elegant 
lounge featuring male dancers 
five nights a week, Wednesday- 


415 М. 1st St., Mpls. 
(612) 333-4305 


www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


in the Warehouse District. Happy Hour 
5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. 


Sunday. 

422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


Roat Osha 
Casual, yet sophisticated, approach 
to the tastes of Thailand. Happy 

Hour specials. Free onsite parking. 


Q, 
SA “iy 
No, 


2650 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 377-4418 
www.roatoshathai.com 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 
A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 


NS inviting atmosphere. 
2 1359 Willow St., Mpls. 
we (612) 843-0400 


www.loringkitchen.com 


Wilde Roast Cafe 

NEW location, outdoor patio 
overlooking Mississippi River, your 
favorite craft beers and wines, 
homemade gelato. 

65 Main St. SE, Mpls. 

(612) 331-4544 
www.wilderoastcafe.com 


Larpenteur \ 


Gay 90’s 

Upper Midwest's Largest Gay 
Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


19 Bar 


Shoot pool or play darts at your 
neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. 

19 W. 15th St., Mpls. 
(612) 871-5553 


Franklin 


Nicollet 


/ 1 alka Ctraat 


(612) 


©) Kinsen Noodles 

Fresh, flavorful Asian dishes 
with a focus on the noodles. 
Proud to serve all-natural 
meats from regional farms. 
1300 Lagoon Ave., Ste. 150 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


367-4595 


www.kinsennoodlesandbar.com 


University Ave. 


242 W. 7th St. 


St. Paul, MN 55102 


A 
www.burgermoes.com Lek 


Burger Moe's 
A relaxed atmosphere, gorgeous out- 
door patio and fabulous food! Great 
burgers. Extensive beer selection. 


Ф 
E: ©) (651) 228-9500 
B H 
T Selby Ave. & 
Y v 

т 

۵ 

Grand Ave. 


Town House 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 
Drag shows. 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 
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P4 Bloomington 


Cantina #1 at MOA 

Mexican and Tex-Mex Menu including 
steak, seafood, chicken. Happy Hour! 
Eat, Relax, and Have FUN! 

406 E. Broadway 

Bloomington, MN 55425 
http://www.cantina1.com 


b" 


Mall of America 


FEATURED BARTENDER 


W 
Brad 


WHAT 

Recipe: Kink-a-licious 
1 part Kinky Liqueur 
1 part Patrón Tequila 
2 parts Lemonade 
Serve in lowball glass 


WHEN 
Mon.-Tue., Thu.-Fri. * 7 PM-2 AM 


WHERE 


Brass Rail 


422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245) 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


WHY 

“If you're not here, you don't know 
what's happening. The best male 
dancers Wednesday-Sunday. Drink 
specials seven days a week." 


CORRECTION 

In the "Bartender Spotlight" in the 
July 14 Lavender, the ingredient 
listed as "Splash of Stout" should 
have been “Splash of Sour.” 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


G 
n 
ч» 
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A! MEME ? EXCLUSIVES . Фаз 
- COAT C СНЕ C AVAILABLE 


108 Tas Avek (HN EBAS PYGAY 90S'COM 
bw Иг P A 
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19 BAR | 


July 18 
Minneapoliė 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon En. 3 PM-2 AM ° Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR PATIO 
SMOKING PERMITTED 


Singles Pool 
© TOURNAMENT 


' Sun., August 21 ° 4 pM 


YES we 


Your УЕН ЕР 
ANDREW 


jI9IWM5thISt»IMinneapolist:1(6:12)187/155553/ 


Proudly, Our, Since 1952 
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» ya 
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1 % Blocks west of the Xcel Energy Center | www.burgermoes.com 
242 West 7th Street | Saint Paul, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 


$ 


NDA 


EsmejRodriguez presents: 


REE үтүне Main Баг THIRD'SATURDAY of the every month | mares 


New night for all who love to mix drag and dancing! 

/ / L y / /1 » aori. = p эмет үрү чины oe e cot dance bronke 

p 4 /1 4 Featuring five performers with 15-minute set dance breaks 

F REE Pool! & Darts" Pumps and Pearls) for those who want to BOST û move in between the show! 
$5 Beer Pioners Drag Revue 
nag Heuue: 


$9 Mother Pucker Pitchers 


m 


[lr 47-1 | : Hea 41 
extol he) Bar: 
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When I became a food writer for Lavender, I was absolutely ecstatic. There 
was only one nagging, horrid little thought in my head—that one day in the 
distant future I would somehow tire of writing about food, food, and more 
food. Food is one of my lifelong passions, but it occurred to me—at that very 
moment—that there are only so many adjectives in the English language to 
describe the scent of lamb. 


Every now and then, a certain element 
of fatigue can creep in when eating out so 
often...I believe this is true of any frequent 
diner, critic or otherwise. I'll put it this way: if 
perusing a menu is no longer as much a plea- 
sure as it is a perfunctory exercise, a visit to 
the Butcher Block is in order. The appetizer 
list reads like a delicious bit of food erotica— 
to the point where my ordering the beef ten- 
derloin Carpaccio ($11) was simply inescap- 
able. Im very glad I succumbed; delicate, 
paper-thin tenderloin is lightly drizzled with 
olive oil, and then crowned with peppery aru- 
gula, parmesan and a wedge of lemon. If you 
have no stomach for raw meat, then I truly 
feel pity for you, for this Carpaccio is divine. 

Td like to think that even if some countess 
in the 1950’s hadn’t taken a strange fancy to 
eating raw meat (or so the origin of Carpac- 
cio story goes), head chef Filippo Caffari ( 
Nonni) would have come up with something 
similar on his own. Years ago, Caffari was a 
Master Butcher in Rome, and he brings both 
skill and passion to getting the most from his 
meats. Sprinkled throughout the menu are 
his efforts to expand our use of an animal. 
As a once-vegetarian that deplores wasting 
food—especially animal products—what can 
I say? I’m a fan. Scrolling through the current 
menu, one will also find veal liver and intes- 
tine, but there are also plenty of dishes to 
please more conservative eaters. Caffari also 
cures his own prosciutto, and his small kitch- 
en makes just about everything from-scratch. 

If the Carpaccio falls outside of one’s 
comfort zone, Га recommend the Grilled Oc- 
topus ($13) as a first step. Simply prepared 
with lemon and olive oil, octopus shares 
most of its taste notes with the humble 
chicken, however it is more tender, moister, 
and noticeably richer. 

Post octopus, we moved on to two salads, 
the Avocado Fritto ($10) and the Radicchio 
Balsamico ($10). As its name would suggest, 
the Avocado Fritto features luscious slices 
of deep-fried avocado, nestled on a bed of 
arugula and sweet onion. The radicchio is 
lightly-dressed, and gets most of its flavor 
from diced grilled pear, walnuts, and sharp 
Pecorino Romano cheese. Even at a kitchen 
that places such a strong emphasis on its 
meats, these salads were interesting, well- 
conceived, and surprisingly hearty. 

A citrusy glass of Nobilo Sauvignon 
Blanc ($7/23) eased the transition from the 


(Facing page, from left) Homemade 
Limoncello; Bar area. (This page, from 
above) Grilled Octopus; Short Ribs 
Cacciatore. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


salads to our pasta course. It was difficult 
to choose from the Butcher Block's host of 
appealing pastas, but with the help of our 
server, we settled on the Black Monk Ravioli 
($15). Monk fish is somewhat comparable to 
lobster, but milder. This preparation, sand- 
wiched inside house-made squid ink pasta, 
and loaded with a ridiculously rich cream 
sauce, definitely benefits from a glass of 
wine that can lend a little acidity. 

The raucous party of wine enthusiasts be- 
hind us was already oohing and ahhing over 
their Short Ribs Cacciatore ($21) by the time 
that ours arrived. Its slow simmer heightened 
the flavors of its broth, and rendered the meat 
fork-tender. Served with sautéed onions and 
roasted potatoes topped with homemade 
horseradish aioli, I found my ribs to be a tad 
on the salty side, but overall very enjoyable. 

The Grilled Salmon ($19) with sautéed 
mustard greens offered one more reason to 
celebrate the Butcher Block's grill—it's one 
of the things the kitchen does best, and their 


menu suggests that they know it. 

'The Dolci Misti ($18), allows one to take 
a few bites of everything on the dessert list, 
but if I have earned your trust, then please 
take my word for it: the Tiramisu Limoncello 
with mascarpone and house-made limoncello 
is easily the best on the menu. Delicate and 
tart, it is the perfect finale to a heavy meal. 

It's true that the Butcher Block wrestles 
with an awkward space, and its decor is 
a tad loose on concept. But that's just fine 
with me—If I must choose between a white 
tablecloth and a fantastic meal, I will happily 
indulge in the latter. Bottom line, if you're 
craving variety and a no-nonsense kind of 
kitchen, the Butcher Block is worthy of your 
attention. O 


Butcher Block 

308 E. Hennepin Ave., Mpls., MN 55414 
(612) 455-1080 
thebutcherblockrestaurant.com 
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| SUGAR & SPICE | by Justin Jones 


Viva la Seven! 


WHEN LAVENDER asked me to profile some of the area’s social 
scene, I jumped on it faster than I do a giant plate of Chicken Alfre- 
do. What better way to start off than by visiting my favorite Chicken 
Alfredo place-a place known for sushi and steak: Seven. 

I've yet to have a bad anything there. The food is delicious, the 
service impeccable, the atmosphere unmatched, and the social scene 
will blow your Santonis off. Easily in my top three "straight" places to 
have fun with friends, Seven offers up the foil to Minnesota's modest 
stereotypes: the environment here beckons patrons to bust out little 
black dresses and blazers, walk with flare, and dish with class. Split 
into three public levels including one of Minneapolis' best rooftops 
(plus one private *mezzanine"), Seven is host to some of the town's 
hottest social tickets-from local fashion shows to charity benefits to 
visiting celebrities (Kim Kardashian reserved half the rooftop during 
her Fourth of July Weekend visit). 

Yes, Seven is one of the area's glam destinations, but don't let it 
intimidate you. While the crowd here on a Saturday night can be de- 
scribed as pretty, you can't say they're pretentious. Seven's one of the 
places to get dressed up and be seen, but folks come out here to play 


on the town-not own it. Sports fans, never fear! Seven isn't exclusive 
to the dress-to-impress nighttime crowd. Bring in a Twins ticket stub 
to the steakhouse during happy hour on game day and receive a com- 
plimentary beer (Jerseys welcome!). If you're thinking of hosting a 
class-act party downtown, Seven should be at the top of your list. 

The staff is more accommodating than your momma. They're ex- 
perts in the menu, everything that goes in it, and cater to custom 
requests. At a dinner party some friends and I hosted at Seven re- 
cently, the restaurant graciously concocted a signature martini to 
commemorate event, and lent some of the service team's help to help 
set-up table settings and decor. 

Where: Seven Steakhouse/Sushi Ultralounge and Skybar; 700 

Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis 

Scene: Dress to impress! These folks are pretty-not pretentious. 

Get ready for some high-glam, chill fun. 

Drink of choice: Viking Martini! Yum! 

Price: Pricey, but well worth it. 

For Parties: Event sales team Ty & Emily are your people! 

(612) 746-1714. 1 
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Bielenberg & Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 
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Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 


eos 


Bp 
Jakeeno's 


+++ since 1975 t 


All You Can Eat 
Spaghetti Lunch 
$6.99 
Mon-Fri 11 am-2 pm 
612.825.6827 


3555 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis 


< \ АЕ 
Mara's Famous Jerk. Chicken: 


Marla's Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 
community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 
Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 * www.marlascuisine.com 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 


Saint Louis Park 
Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 


N \ | 
Three times larger than our old space! 
Outdoor Patio, New Delights, Old Favorites. 


e 


JAV ESUN N 1 
Inv LUM ААА 


54-6500% www'cantina1'com 


k.com/wildero: astcafe EJ 


A Food Co-op is a Grocery 


Store for Everyone 
New to the neighborhood? Just Curious? Come on in. 


Not a member? KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE 
Not a problem. ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE 
Everyone TWIN CITIES TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL 


Welcome, 

Every Day. 

15,000 of your | 
neighbors own 

the Wedge. Come 

and see why. 


WE з. 


MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


TOAST 
Wine bar Le 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 


20% OFF GLASSES 4 


род & barn 


1300 LAGOON AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
: FAB 50 AWARDS! 


LavenderMagazine.com | 47 


LAVENDER LENS | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


LAVENDER | 
FIRST 
THURSDAY 


July 7 
Burger Moe's 
St. Paul 


Luncidime Delivery oer 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


Corner Cafe 


New American & Latin Fusion 
Concept Café 


Daily & Sunday Specials 
3301 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis 


612-781-3526 
Ei yelp 


g == ata 


- All local. All the time. 
г 790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN Flazxilico2 bU 


WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING Fwww.goldenfig.com 
2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHALCOM facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 
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Our Сее. 
Mintáho 
CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 


‘MARTINI MONDAYS 


$5 BELEVEDERE 


LOUNGE LIZARD KARAOKE - 9PM 


WWW.LORINGKITCHEN.COM * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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(From left) Justin Odegaard, Christy Taylor, Sean Moore, Christian Scheller, Kim Taylor, Paul Hermanson, Ed Kallio, Scott Paine. Photos by Sean Ryan 


TAILGATING WITH PRIDE 


Of the many Twin Cities Pride Celebration activities, events, and private par- 
ties, Socially Savvy’s 2011 Pride Pick goes to Kim and Christy Taylor. Raising the 
tailgating party to a new level, they have moved their pop-up camper trailer to 
a well-trafficked location on the Hennepin Avenue parade route for the last five 
years. This party was inspired initially by the need for clean, available restrooms 
during an understandably messy weekend. After tailgating for a few years with 
friends, the Taylors thought, “Why not bring the camper?” An early arrival the 
morning of Pride guarantees their spot for the final festivities of the weekend. 


Hosting a party in a camper has its 
challenges, especially in terms of space. 
Equipped with a large awning, enough chairs 
for a crowd, folding tables and a plethora of 
icy coolers, the camper becomes home base 
for a wide variety of faces—the Taylors’ 
friends and friends of those friends. The key 


players are from their bowling team, a mot- 
ley crew of folks dedicated to good times. 
The team uses the winnings from bowling 
tournaments to fund the party each year. 
When that isn’t enough, generous donations 
come in from the attendees, too. 

News of the party made it to Facebook 


this year, and that meant the crowd was the 
largest yet—so large that volunteers had 
to play security guards for the day. “It just 
keeps getting bigger and bigger” says Kim, 
“but everyone is very helpful, cleaning up 
and keeping the party going.” 

Kim, Christy, and their party-planning 
friend Scott Paine take decorations seri- 
ously, festooning the camper and the sur- 
rounding area with brightly colored rainbow 
streamers, flags, and even a disco ball. A 
bathroom attendant (to collect donations for 
the party and maintain the VIP guest list) 
and a loud sound system sparked up instant 
dances with a spicy party mix that would be 
the envy of any downtown club. 
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The guest list is word of mouth, like a speakeasy. It’s all about knowing the right people. 


The location on Hennepin Avenue was a perfect spot between the crushing crowds and the busy 
bars. In years past, the parking lot attendant adamantly opposed the tailgate party. This year, he 
simply smiled and nodded, saying “Happy Pride.” 


The food was obviously grill-oriented. A selection of grilled items, chips and cold party platters 
brought by guests fed many a Pride brethren. Sticking to a few basics and relying on a potluck 
from the guests ensured that everyone had enough to eat. An early morning breakfast after set- 
ting up also keeps everyone fueled for the day. 


Drinks were bright in flavor and color: punch with colored paper umbrellas. There was also 
plenty of beer on hand to keep guests quenched. 


The entertainment was the Pride Parade, itself. When the action lulled (think corporate bank- 
ing floats), booming house music made everyone jump up and dance. Kim and Christy, as well 
as their friends, put together the mixes. L1 


Brandy Slush Cocktail 

This tasty cocktail was 
served at the party. It takes 
a day to prep, but it's worth 
the wait. 


Ingredients 

5 cups boiling water 

1 cup white sugar 

1 (16-ounce) can frozen 
lemonade concentrate 

1 (16-ounce] can frozen 
orange juice concentrate 

2 cups brandy 

1 (2-liter) bottle lemon- 
lime soda or ginger ale 


Directions 

Heat 5 cups of water to 
a boil in a large cooking 
pot. Stir in sugar until it 
has dissolved. Let the mix- 
ture cool for 30 minutes or 
more. 

Stir in lemonade con- 
centrate, orange juice con- 
centrate, and brandy. Pour 
into a large plastic stor- 
age container or 5-quart 
ice cream bucket. Place in 
the freezer to cool (about 
4 hours], stirring every 30 
minutes. Keep stirring oc- 
casionally until frozen to 
ensure the brandy does not 
separate from the mixture. 

To serve, remove from 
the freezer and let soften 
for 10 minutes. Using an 
ice cream scoop, portion 
the slush into glasses and 
top with soda or ginger ale. 
Enjoy on a hot afternoon. 
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| TRAVEL | by Carla Waldemar 


CRUISIN THE MED 


OKAY, ГЇЛ, come right out and say it: I heart Italy. So 
when a flier came my way announcing a sale on a two- 
week cruise from Rome to Venice, I plunked down my 
money in a nanosecond—and I don't even like cruises. 

Here's what tipped the scale: The Aegean Odyssey, 
a new, 350-passenger ship, would be an adroit David to 
the loutish Goliaths that muscle into many a harbor. 
Airfare, regional meals, wine with dinner, crew tips 
and shore excursions all were included in the price. 
No single supplement, either. Bonus: The Smithson- 
jan, sponsoring the offer, would act as a group of 35, 
with our own bus and guide. The other passengers, 
with whom we'd mingle were Australians, Canadians 
and Brits, carbonating the brew. 

Boring? Not a chance, from watching the ports' pi- 
lots vault from tug to ship; lazing in the saltwater pool; 
shoveling in pizza and pasta lunchtimes (oh, and gelato), 
then osso buco, salmon and the like at dinner; absorbing 
lecturers’ previews; evening melodies by a Romanian 
trio; and—what am I forgetting? Oh yeah, Italy. 

Rome excels simply at being Rome. "Ciao, bella!" 
I was greeted by a gent—either blind or a hopeless 
liar—as I set out to wander its streets, paying homage 
to its Top Hits: the Forum, the Pantheon, the Colis- 
seum; the usual coin in the Trevi Fountain (it's worked 
every time); speechless at St. Peter's; spaghetti car- 
bonara at the Piazza Navona; a walk along the Tiber. 
And tomorrow, Corsica. 

A rainbow guides us into the harbor. We board a 
tram to scale the island's limestone cliffs guarding 
Bonifacio, a citadel from the Middle Ages—nonethe- 
less, plundered by every passer-by, from pirates to the 
Foreign Legion, despite drawbridges and formidable 
town gates. Yes, Napoleon slept here, and today two 
tongues still mingle, both"Bonjour" and *Buon giorno." 

Next, we glide south to Sardinia. Nova, the island's 
first settlement in 800 B.C., lay undiscovered until 
1952. It’s an open-air museum of Roman baths, patri- 
cian houses with intricate mosaic floors, columned 
temples and an enormous half-circle theater. On our 
return, the rugged hillside gave way to a lagoon where 
flamingoes balanced. 

Next up, Sicily, the biggest island of the sea. We 
sailed from town to town, mooring first near Segesta, 
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settled in the 5" century B.C. by exiled Trojans. Nor- 
mans arrived in 1040, led by a Viking king. Next, Arabs, 
then Bourbons, then Garibaldi, leader of Italy’s fight 
for Independence—and, somewhere along the way, 
the Greeks, who erected what’s possibly the world’s 
most perfect temple—its 38 pure, Doric columns rising 
in solitary majesty atop an isolated mountain. 

Palermo, a sprawling, traffic-tangled city, is re- 
deemed by pockets of its Medieval Golden Age. Cru- 
sader King Roger embraced the island’s diverse cul- 
tures in his splendid Palatine Chapel, melding graceful 
Arabic arches etched in geometric forms with Byzan- 
tine mosaics of somber-eyed saints. Yes, all that glitters 
is indeed gold. In sharp contrast, a mosque-turned- 
hermit’s chapel nearby, stately in its simplicity, bears 
faded frescoes of Peter, Paul and Jesus. 

A visit to a rival cathedral, erected to (literally) out- 
shine Roger's, is an exercise in bait-and-switch as its 
austere exterior gives way to an interior that out-blings 
the king's. 

Just when you think Sicily can't get any better, it 
does. We round the coast to Taormina, “the most beau- 
tiful town of Sicily," declares our guide, who knows 
what she's talking about. From its hillside perch, the 
view of the sparkling sea below is worth the climb. But 
wait! Over there! It’s Mount Etna, pregnant with the 
next eruption. 

In between, voluptuous Taormina is an operetta 
set, exuberant with Baroque churches, a spider-web 
of shops and trattorias and sudden explosions into 
sun-drenched squares. To drive it over the top, it even 
boasts a grand Greek amphitheater of its own. 

South of Sicily looms another island kingdom, Malta. 
Miniscule, yes, but it packs a powerful punch, for it lies 
smack in the crossroads of the Mediterranean. Mes- 
sina, its ancient walled capitol, reveals another skein of 
meandering alleys, meant to foil invaders, wandering 
from its main square, anchored (of course) by a grand 
cathedral. 

Valletta, the "new" capitol, founded in 1566 by the 
Grand Master of the Knights of St. John, boasts its own 
cathedral, grandiose and gaudy. Outside, a squat stat- 
ue of Queen Victoria and squadrons of red telephone 
booths remind us that the last occupiers, before inde- 
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1 Coliseum, Rome. • 2 St. Peter's 
Basilica, Rome • 3 Venetian Gondoliers, 
Venice • 4 Piazza San Marco, Venice 
5 Dubrovnik, Croatia * 6 Coast of 
Sardinia • 7 Malta Harbor • 8 St. Peter's 
Basilica, Rome 


Mediterranean Region 


pendence, were the Brits. No twisted alleys here— 
rather, a grand grid plan so armies could properly 
march. Yet despite Churchill and FDR convening for 
the Treaty of Malta, its air remains deliciously Italian, 
as we discovered over pasta with Maltese rabbit ragu. 

A day at sea led us to “the pearl of the Adriatic’ (at 
least, in Byron's view)—Dubrovnik. Other, less poeti- 
cally gifted, deem it *a gem of a walled town." Clam- 
ber past those towering gates and walk atop it, peer- 
ing down at its signature red-tiled rooftops shielding 
streets of polished stone. 

After another day weaving between the green is- 
lands that glorify Croatia's coastline, we anchor at 
Split, a vacation paradise ever since Emperor Diocle- 
tian called it quits in Rome and built himself a MOA- 
sized palace. Within its walls today nestles everything 
from medieval churches to open-air markets and mod- 
ern boutiques. 

Best for last: Venice, “La Serenissima,” which is 
called by gushing locals the prettiest city on earth. 
All hands on deck for our arrival at dawn as we glide 
down the fabled Grand Canal, past frilly Renaissance 
palazzos. At this hour, the canals were empty—ours 
alone. Serenissima, indeed. We tour the Doge’s Pal- 
ace, symbol of civic pride when Venice ruled this 
hunk of the world, whose halls sport a Titian here, a 
Tintoretto there, a Veronese around the corner-then 
the Bridge of Sighs, a one-way street to the dungeon 
(only Casanova ever escaped). Then we're set loose to 
wander the city’s 178 canals. 

We reassembled for a private evening tour of that 
icon of Venice, St. Mark’s Cathedral; then a canal ride 
under the magical glimmer of a full moon. Talk about 
grand finales! 

For a gay old time (yes, you’re very welcome 
aboard), visit Smithsonian Journeys at www.Smithso- 
nianJourneys.org (877-338-8687). O 


ROME 

Gay info at www.patroc.it.com/rome 
The city isn't as open as the movies 
lead you to believe (blame the Pope). 
Throughout Italy, you'll need an Arcigay 
UNO CARD for admittance to cruise bars, 
saunas, etc. (purchase at first venue). 
No particular boys' town in Rome; clubs 
sprinkled throughout. 

New: annual summer festival with mov- 
ies, theater, music, parties; see www. 
gayvillage.it 


VENICE 


Visit www.gayvenice.com for bars & 
clubs (four listed). 
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| SPORTS | by Brian Cheese 


[ Tennis ] 


The GLASS Tennis group, MN 
Rallies, held their annual North 
Country Classic tournament June 
3rd-5'^. In their18th year, the 
group had thirty-seven players 
who turned out from all over the 
US, and here at home. Thanks to 
donations from local businesses 
and the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA), GLASS was 
able to raise $700 for their PFund 
charity raffle. 

USTA and MN Rallies provided 
tennis equipment and coached 
some new tennis players during 
Pridefest. Staffed by USTA and 
MN Rallies volunteers, the group 
spread the word out about dif- 
ferent tennis programs available 
around the Twin Cities. 


[ SOFTBALL ] 


The local softball teams, run through the Twin Cities Goodtime Softball league, have had a busy July, 
and are winding down another summer season. Earlier this month, the league celebrated another suc- 
cessful season with the TCGSL All-Star Game and picnic on July 10", and, this past weekend the league 
held their annual Miss TCGSL Pageant / talent show at Solera in downtown Minneapolis. The contest 
is a league fundraiser featuring many players and teams busting out drag performances, and is always a 
crazy fun time. 

The 2011 Gay Softball World Series is coming up in Chicago, and several local teams competed for a 
chance to earn a spot in that series. The Edge and the Mess softball teams fought their way through to vic- 
tory in the C-Division playoffs, and will be competing in the games August 29" through September 3". They 
will be joining three other local teams who will be competing, the Frostbite, Sabres, and Titans. 

Finally, to round out July, and kick off August, you'll want to mark your calendars for upcoming softball 
events this Sunday, July 31* and next weekend, August 6" and 7^. The Slammers local softball team will 
be holding a fundraiser, described as “Slammers Embrace the Diva Tea Dance". Join them at the Saloon at 
9 and Hennepin in downtown Minneapolis for beer bust, the famous ‘slammer shots’, games, and prizes 
from 6pm to 9pm. Closing out the summer softball season, the teams will be kicking it into high gear for the 
league playoffs next weekend. The games start at 9am at Northeast Park in Minneapolis. All of the local 
teams will celebrate a hard-fought season with fun and camaraderie at their end of year banquet on August 
7% at the Nicollet Island Pavilion. 


[ Volleyball ] 


—— —» Along with MN Rallies, GLASS organizes volleyball teams who will be hosting 
the NAGVA-sanctioned MN Autumn Classic Volleyball Tournament. Held at the Bloom- 
ington Kennedy Activity Center, the tournament will feature teams both locally, and from 
throughout the United States. Early registration is open through the end of July for any 
interested teams. The tournament will take place September 17th & 18th. 

GLASS has opportunities available for volleyball on various nights of the week for those 
with varying skill levels. Monday night is for intermediate players, at the Midtown YWCA. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights are reserved for beginners, advanced, and in- 
termediate players. You can find those matches being played at the Sabathani Community 
Center. Check out www.glassports.org for more info on Tennis and Volleyball. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HOME SERVICES 


jl silvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 
John Silvernale 


612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ori fem secies Anto Shop hers. Pe 
Honest Quotes + Quality Service = Loyal Customers 


2 1200 Glenwood Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377. 


sr boys, location near International Marke! 


WWW. northwesterntire.n 1 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


IDE 
IN@TITUTE | „маи; 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www. pride-institute.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 
We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 
No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 
bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 


Recommended 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HAGENS 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over 
60 years! 


Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 


www.hagensautobody.com 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


Sound advice— 
for an uncertain market. 


NI Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
| Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 
| 681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 


greg.fosterGubs.com 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC 
31.20 Ad 2.33x2 RP1028 FosG 


ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 


Tantra Coaching 


Private & Group - 
612.203.4016 


Relax, Heal, Xm 
EvolutionaryEros.com 


Mr. X Handyman 


On time. Done right? 
Put Mr. Handyman to work for you! 
Wf Drywall Repairs 
(vf Tile/Grout 


f Door Install/Adjust 

lf Caulk/Grout 

If Deck Repair/Clean/Stain 
М Repair, Improve, Maintain! 
Locally Owned and Operated 


PROFESSIONAL, SAFE AND RELIABLE 
LIC# 20633898 - BONDED & INSURED 


612-547-7000 


www.mrhandyman.com 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing • Windows * Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available • Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor • MN License #20384780 


PLUMBING, irin i 


Faaki the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


— 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
е 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
! Licensed, Bonded &Insured__ LICENSE #М1764#М359 
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| LEATHER LIFE | by Steve Lenius 


Leather Legacies 


TWO LEATHER/GLBT ACTIVISTS LEAVE US 


IT HAS been sobering and sorrowful to 
learn recently of the passing of two significant 
GLBT and leather activists—George Wong of 
Los Angeles on June 6, 2011, and Roger “R.J.” 
Chaffin of Chicago on June 17, 2011. 

Both made significant contributions, at 
both local and national levels, to the GLBT 
and leather communities. You might not 
know their names but, if you’re reading 
this column, their accomplishments have 
touched your life. 

Wong was Public Relations Officer for 
Avatar Club Los Angeles since he joined the 
club in 1995. He presented educational semi- 


nars, judged or worked behind the scenes 
at many local and national leather contests, 
and produced events including the Mr. Los 
Angeles Leather Contest in 2007 and 2008. 
He also was one of the producers for Leather 
Leadership Conference VI in Los Angeles 
in 2002 and, on a personal note, his advice, 
mentorship and encouragement was a huge 
help in putting together Leather Leadership 
Conference XI in Minneapolis in 2007. 
Chaffin was one of Chicago’s most promi- 
nent gay businessmen and activists for over 
30 years. He started and ran several retail 
businesses including R.J.'s Video, Gay Mart 


George Wong (left). Photo by JayPG Photography 
" Р — ux - 


Roger RJ Chaffin (right). Photo Courtesy of Jason Hendrix 


and Ragin' Rae Jean's. He held several posi- 
tions with Chicago's Gay Life newspaper. He 
produced many leather and non-leather fun- 
draising events for AIDS-related and other 
charities. For 18 years he directed the Inter- 
national Mr. Leather Weekend's Leather Mar- 
ketplace, building it into the world's largest 
vendor fair of its kind. Among many notable 
awards and honors, he was inducted into Chi- 
cago's Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame in 1997. 
Both men have created huge and inspir- 
ing legacies. They leave very big boots to fill. 
And they leave many, including your humble 
columnist, who miss them tremendously. 


a. (UR 4 Ф! 
| August 11 * 7PM 


St. Anthony Main Theatre 
155 Main Street SE * Minneapolis, MN 55414 


TICKETS: 
$5 in advance * $5 for seniors * $10 at the door 


Shop at one of our 11 local stores, 
on our website, or host a party and shop 
at home with your friends. 


To purchase tickets by cash or check please contact John Buchholz at 
612-703-8671 or john@twincities-elderlaw.com 
http://gensilent.com/ 


FANTASYGIFTS.COM 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


WII Heating and Air 
it Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 


Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 


Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


ERE 


631-488-4808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


AD sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC • HEATING • COOLING 
AUDIO • VIDEO + SECURITY 

LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 


BG 


952-927-7194 
www.staffordhomeservice.com _ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


lee 


Lic.# 20635925 Ae. , 


“A Signature Product” 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks • Painting 
Let us show you how we can optimize your home improvement experience, 
Ask about our summer specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


RDavisConstruction.com | / 


info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8365 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


SwankeDesign+Builds 


ic: 20638232 


612.810.2848 


Designing, building and renewing structures 
for living, working and being. 


swankedesign.com 


Home 
Life Financial 
Kelly H. Clark 


(612) 729-1509 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


Auto 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


274, aus 


Dog Wash & Dog Spa 


Self Servic 


Ф 


Located at the shops al excebsior and grand 
in St Louis Park 
3730 Grand Way, St Louis Park, MN 55416 


952-657-5300 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/Mastercard Accepted 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEN AS A 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services 
The best clean with green! LE 
All of our products are non-toxic & bi ble, 
Insured and bonded! or 


Call тт (G51) 695-5522 ° www.greenasawhistleoro 
Т! 


Lake Pointe Centre 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


INSURANCE 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 
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STEPHANIE 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for Hump Days with Hal Sparks! 


(( oe 
VOICE? 
OF MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


RADIO K 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


We're happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


77010021045 


RADIO: 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 
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BUSINESS PROFILE | by Heidi Fellner 


=i 
Й. 


Photo Courtesy of Vinaigrette 


VINAIGRETTE 


AFEW years ago, Sarah and Rich Piepen- 
burg stumbled upon a store in Chicago that 
sold gourmet olive oils. Since the couple 
loved going to California’s wine country and 
sampling various vineyards’ products—in- 
cluding vinegars and olive oils—they were 
inspired to bring that experience to the 
Twin Cities. Since they opened up shop in 
2009 on 5006 Xerxes Avenue S in Minneapo- 
lis, anumber of similar stores have sprouted 
up throughout the greater Twin Cities area. 
However, if you’re looking for unique olive 
oils and vinegars from small family growers 
around the world, as opposed to products 
from just one large company, your best bet 
is probably Vinaigrette. 

A visit to the shop is a pleasure in it- 
self, as row upon tidy row of stainless steel 
drums are filled with olive oil from Syria, 
Tunisia, Egypt, Italy, Spain, Greece and 
California. Vinaigrette also carries fused 
extra virgin olive oils in flavors ranging 
from porcini mushroom to lemon, grape 
seed oil, and aged or flavored balsamic vin- 
egars. All of Vinaigrette’s oils and vinegars 
can be sampled in the store, with small 
chunks of bread for dipping. Rich Piepen- 
burg states, “Find what you like—there’s 
a little bit of everything.” He adds, “The 
whole point of our store is to taste. We bot- 
tle it for you right then and there: bottles 
range from wine bottle-size, 750 milliliters, 
to a 1.7 ounce, which is kind of fun.” 

The staff is friendly and well-versed in 


recipe ideas for every product in the shop. 
Want to spruce up your next martini? Try 
balsamic vinegar. Or drizzle chocolate or 
pear balsamic over vanilla ice cream. A 
number of recipes can be found through 
the store’s website, and many of those 
come from Vinaigrette’s own foodie cus- 
tomer base. Many of those recipes are fairly 
simple, but even if you’re all thumbs in the 
kitchen, balsamic vinegar and olive oil sets 
also make perfect hostess gifts. Piepen- 
burg hints, “The consumables are always 
a good gift, and wine can kind of get lost in 
the shuffle.” Soy candles, imported Italian 
chocolates and olive oil-based lotions and 
soaps are also available for purchase. 

In the future, the Piepenburgs are hop- 
ing to add Australian and French olive 
oil, local honey, and mustard. However, 
their biggest investment continues to be 
with their staff. “The biggest thing in any 
business that sets them apart is people,” 
Piepenburg begins. “We are in the process 
of having people come in—all people from 
the neighborhood—and we just really want 
to invest in them and train them, so you 
have the same experience [whenever] you 
come in." O 


Vinaigrette 

Rich & Sarah Piepenburg 
5006 Xerxes Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 
(612) 922-9192 
vinaigrettemn.com 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist «612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


=: 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


G3 Heteroflexible Therapy, Ltd. 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT Individual and Couple Therapy 


Relapse Prevention 
612.275.1657 Grief and Trauma Resolution 


www.heteroflexibletherapy.com Free 30-minute consultation 


Tom Glaser, MS 


612-240-4289 
www.tomglaserlp.com 


Lisa M. Chase, PhD, LICSW 


651۰278۰5370 


Stillwater 
Minneapolis 


Psychotherapist 


Lisa Chase Site: Psychology Today 


www.jameslstolz.com 


|; James Stolz, MSW, LICSW 


Individual Psychotherapy 


2736 Hennepin Ave South Minneapolis 
612.799.3696 


Adolescent, Couples, and 952-922-8665 


Adult Psychotherapy 


Paul J. O'Hara, MA 
Licensed Psychologist 
6800 France Ave So. 


Suite 
3 Edina, MN 55435 
www.pauljohara.com 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 


Specializing In: 
Respectful, 
Client-Centered 


Licensed Psychologist 


6950 France Ave. $. 
Suite 14 
Edina 


REAL ESTATE 


Homes Readily Available 
In All Sizes & 5 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


MAVAIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Iw 


‚сот 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


с“ AR 612.827.9537 


MarilunEorinela в 
ЫЫ eR. 


You can 
now see 
ume 


online! 


DIGITAL EDITION. 
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| DATELAND | by Jennifer Parello 


Scissor Sex 


"WHAT THE hell are they doing?" my 
girlfriend asked, taking a long sip of her 
strong drink and squinting at the TV. 

“I think they're having sex,” I said. We 
were watching the latest episode of The Real 
L Word, a completely unnecessary reality 
epilog to the equally unnecessary fictional 
series that ended a couple years ago. I refuse 
to watch this program without getting drunk. 
We tried watching it sober once, and turned 
it off after 10 minutes out of sheer boredom. 

For some inane reason, the women in- 
volved in this bizarre exercise have agreed 
to allow the show producers to install night 
vision cameras in their sad bedrooms, allow- 
ing us to watch loads of sloppy, drunken sex. 
In this episode, two of the women were lying 
end to end with their legs wrapped around 
each other. This allowed them to bump hoo- 
haas together while scissoring their legs. It 
looked incredibly uncomfortable. 

“It’s scissor sex" my girlfriend ex- 
claimed. 

“Have you ever had scissor sex?” I asked. 

“No, Гуе had every type of sex, except 
Scissor sex, and from the looks of the deba- 
cle playing out in front of us, I haven't missed 
anything." 


Before my girlfriend became a responsi- 
ble adult, she was a lot like a character from 
The Real L Word. In her early 20's, she was a 
professional musician who slept on people's 
floors when she wasn't shacking up with a 
wide array of inappropriate love interests. 
She is blonde and very pretty, and she merri- 
ly admits to using her looks to hook a series 
of generous sugar mommas, who took care 
of her until she was ready to leave the nest. 

We often marvel at the fact that if we had 
met in our 20s, rather than in our 40s, we 
would have never had anything to do with 
each other. While she was sleeping through 
every lesbian bedroom in Boston, I was liv- 
ing a life of quiet, suburban desperation 
with my husband. I dreamt about getting a 
divorce and meeting a nice, staid member of 
the Junior League with a penchant for sweat- 
er sets and a membership to a country club. 

But in my 30s, after I left my husband, I 
moved to the city, got a proper haircut and 
learned to drink cocktails. And I dated. I dat- 
ed a lot. Although I was still a suburban girl 
at my core, and, thus, couldn't allow myself 
to be too wild, I embarked on a giddy series 
of bad choices that kept me and my friends 
entertained for several years. 


At the same time, my future girlfriend 
dropped out of the music scene and enrolled in 
graduate school. She got her MBA and started 
her own business. She met a nice woman, they 
had a kid, and they moved to the suburbs. 

By the time we met in our early 40's, we 
were finally living parallel lives. We had each 
left long-term relationships and were living 
in a small, resort community. We both had 
good jobs, owned homes and were much 
more interested in quiet happiness than 
nightly drama. 

‘Tm so happy I’m not in my 20's," my girl- 
friend proclaims at the end of each The Real 
L Word episode. 

"I'm so glad I didn't meet you in our 20's," 
Ialways say. 

After last week's episode, we decided to 
give scissor sex a try. It was just as uncom- 
fortable and stupid as it looked on TV. 

“I think I hurt my hip," my girlfriend said. 

^We're too old for this," I said, untangling 
myself from her. 

"Thank God," we exclaim in unison. And 
then reconfigured ourselves in our regular 
sex position, which is perfectly comfortable 
and reliable, and never puts either of us at 
risk for breaking a hip. O 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


ONAN Di 


POR RODRO 


Mx ERRAMO 
SEMILLA SOBRE LA 


... and Onan spilled his seed on the ground. 
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AH! AHORA Lo 
TIENDO --- 


Ah! | get it now... 


DE. AH! VIENE EL 
ONANISMO Y 

QUIE NES LO PRAC- 
TICAN SON: / 
:ONANISTAS- 


That's where "onanism" comes from. 
And those who practice it are called 
onanists! 


MESOR Mi RAR. 
BIEN DONDE 
SE. PISA- 


Better watch your step. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. (612) 627-9999. 
hairy(agetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EMPL EN 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Are you passionate 
about advertising? 
Do you have a track 
record of success? 


Work as a 
print and/or online 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing 
and events. 


You should possess 
strong sales skills, 
be self-motivated, 
energetic, goal-oriented, 
organized, responsible, 
and able to work 
as part of a team. 


Make your dream a reality. 


Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


No phone calls please. 


FREE ARTS MINNESOTA: Looking for 
volunteers to work with abused, neglected, 
at-risk children using art and mentorship. 
Time commitment of 1.5 hours weekly. 
More information, Hannah, (612) 824-2787. 
www.freeartsminnesota.org. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: ANTIQUE FAIR! AUGUST 
10, 11,12, 13, 14 Wed. 1-8 pm. Thr-Fri 
10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. * 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


ARTISTIC LANDSCAPES, Design 
and Construction. Passionate about 
Landscaping! Designing & installing 


beautiful landscapes since 1998. 
Christopher A. Baker, (612) 366-5444. 
ArtisticLandscapes.bix. 


BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING - Interior/ 
exterior. | strive to have a positive, working 
relationship with my customers. Plus, | 
am a genuinely nice person to work with. 
References available. Licensed/insured. 
Tom Marron, (651) 230-1272 


KMR Design Group, LLC specializes 
in residential landscape design and 
construction. We strive to maximize your 
investment while creating a work of art. 
Patios, retaining walls, water features... 
call us for a consultation! Tel: (612) 296- 
2224, www.kmrdesigngroupmn.com. 


HOTHERAPY 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ sliding 
fee scale. SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275- 
2653, www.thegatecounseling.com. 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 
Psychotherapist: Individual and couples 
counseling. Confidential, non-judgmental, 
affirming. Credit cards accepted. Free 
phone consultation. New location in Loring 
Park Office Building. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and  Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultura diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


THOMAS CARRILLO, Ph D, P.A. Licensed 
Psychologist, individual and couples 
therapy, flexible hours, most insurance and 
credit cards accepted. (612) 288-5000 (Mpls 
office) and (651) 645-0980 (St Paul office }. 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene(dearthlink.net. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


BE. Y & RELAXATI HELP WANTED RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Townhouse Available: two bedroom, 
inished basement, newly painted, 
carpeted central air, dishwasher, Tri- 
evel & offstreet parking. Powderhorn 
Park. Year lease. Rent range from $950 
- $1200 plus gas and electric. Cable, and 
all other utilities paid. Available now. (612) 
825-5575. 


DUPLEX, Lower 2 BR. 32XX Oakland, 2 
blocks from MCC. Hardwood floors, fully 
remodeled kitchen, fireplace, built-in 
buffet, laundry. 1 cat OK. $950 includes 
water. Available now. (612) 823-7438. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT (612) 
396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls.com. 


BLENDED BODYWORK. Massage alone 
or combined with Chiropractic Alignment. 
Starting at $60/hour Seniors 65+ = 
20% discount. (612) 827-1793. www. 
drdavidmarty.com. 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612) 219-6743. 7 
days а week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 510, 
1678, 32 waist. 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have lots 
of fun with a hot, talented masseur! These 
sessions are very unique, extremely 
erotic, totally uninhibited, and smokin’ 
hot!!! Call for details (no pressure to hire] 
- you're gonna love this! Kevin, (612) 229- 
0001. 


You're gonna 


for the 
Lavender 
Digital Edition. 
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Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 


profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people reclaim 
their lives from the disease of addiction. 
PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf 
and Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HlIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
EE 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 
9 through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September supporting 
Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments and 
music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 
If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434-9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-ree 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the 
bluffs of the Minnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers. 

200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 


www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue's most stately 
mansion. 

240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 297-2555 


www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 


Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota’s 
state government. 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 296-2881 


www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
fun propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous audiences. 
See individual ads for venue 

(612) 991-8729 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 


www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www..illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and deste works in an 
intimate setting in the Lynlake neighborhood. 
2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapelis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human Experience” - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America’s 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
A legacy of presenting diverse world-class 
dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnoperd.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 359.5ONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre 
Arts and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a 
diverse mix of performances on both land 
and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 
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PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
rassroots action, invests strategically to elect 

шетїпдөч individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
your support. 

Р. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


Www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 

Size isn't everything. Connections and 
intimacy of a small church in a majestic 
space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
ڪڪ‎ 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


New Harmony Church 

A new spiritual community at historic 
Wesley. Offering hope and encouragement 
to all people. An embracing congregation. 
Greg Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 
Office: (512) 871-3585 
Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 
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animal humane society 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 
(651) 224-337 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 


changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 


University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 

www.glbta.umn.edu 


TRAVEL 

Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 

Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 
www.visitduluth.com 


ZOOS 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


Www.mnzoo.org 
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LavenderMagazine.com | 63 


| MS. BEHAVIOR’! by Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

My partner and I are two proud, mascu- 
line, gay men. We are socially and economi- 
cally successful in the straight world. We've 
been together for a decade, and are rais- 
ing a son together, who is now eight years 
old. We haven't wanted Jeff to grow up in a 
gay ghetto, so we've exposed him to a broad 
range of people and activities, including 
sports and stock-car racing. 

In the last year or so, Jeff has become 
quite nellie. He flounces, he lisps, he wears 
scarves on his head, and he watches *Mom- 
mie Dearest" over and over. We found a 
copy of “Oprah Magazine" under his pillow. 
He asked for a formal tea set for his birth- 
day. Plus, we've heard him make his favorite 
Barbie doll sing the theme song to "Cats." 
Jeff is a sweet, wonderful child, but we don't 


understand why he's so queeny; neither one 
of us is effeminate. 

This feminine behavior is not offensive 
to us, but we've tried so hard to provide a 
loving neutral environment for our son, and 
we worry that outsiders will think that we're 
teaching Jeff to be gay. What should we do? 

---S ANDR 


Dear S and R: 

If your son showed more masculine signs 
of being gay (like asking for chaps for Christ- 
mas, and hiding copies of “Honcho” under 
his pillow), you would feel more comfort- 
able, since his queerness would be more 
closeted. But trying to force him, however 
subtly, to be the kind of queer you find ac- 
ceptable will do nothing positive for your 
little nellie's self-esteem. 


You can try to beat the boy into butch- 
ness, send him to a military school where 
they'll do it for you, or confine him to his 
room every time he acts faggy. Or, you can 
do what the best straight parents ultimately 
do: accept the fact that you have a lovely 
poofter for a son, and be grateful for his cre- 
ativity, sensitivity, and sense of style. 

Don't worry what “outsiders” think; the 
ones prone to judging you will do so regard- 
less of what you do or how Jeff acts. And the 
loving ones will remain that way whether or 
not your son is a sissy. 

Buy Jeff a tea set for his birthday. And 
throw in few pretty scarves, just to show him 
how much you love him. 


NEVERSTRAIGHL COM 


THE GLBT TOY SUPERSTORETZ 


Never straight. Always forward. 
18,000+ Products shipped discreetly. 


www.neverstraight.com 
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Dear Ms. Behavior: 

For the past three years I’ve been in my 
first lesbian relationship. I enjoy her, but she 
wants to make love more than I do and she 
feels that I do not want her like she wants 
me. I love this woman! But now I worry that 
maybe I am undersexed or inhibited. Every- 
thing else between us is good. 

In a previous relationship with a man, I 
also didn’t feel passionate, but I stayed with 
him because I loved him. 

I do want her, but not with the frequency 
or passion she needs and wants. When we 
have sex (about once a week) it is intense and 
exciting. Some negative factors influence our 
lives together, which affect me. But should 
those other problems reduce my passion? It 
doesn’t take hers away. If I really loved her, 
would I want to make love more to her? 

—CONFUSED 


Dear Confused: 

First you say “I love this woman!” Then 
you wonder if deeper love would make you 
feel more passionate, even though your 
tepid response is not specific to this relation- 
ship. Does the obstacle to your passion feel 


physical? Emotional? You say that "negative 
factors" influence your lives together. This 
could mean that your mother lives with you, 
you're broke, the cat pees on the bed, or you 
have a chronic yeast infection. 

You seem to have trouble identifying your 
feelings, or at least being honest about them. 
Therapy may help, but you should also rule 
out a physical problem. If you do nothing, 2 4 
you may lose your relationship, in which : Follo „BGN > | 
case Ms. Behavior would bet that lukewarm @ ( {Чур : 
sex follows you like a bad dream to the next 
one. Or, to beless dramatic about it, you may 
find that you just have a low libido. 

But if you are indeed capable of erotic ec- 
stasy, then mediocre sex is a big drag. Ms. 


Behavior would suggest that you try every- 
thing - psychotherapy, an exorcism, prayer, 952.938.8700 


pelvic exercises. This is not just to please 763.226.2929 
your girlfriend, but so that you can see how 612.465.7255 


magnificent unbridled passion will feel to USE 
you. Even if it’s just for a moment or two. FREE 
CODE 2036 


For other local numbers call: 


1-888-MegaMates" 
MegaMatesMen.com 1-888-634-2628 
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For other local numbers call: 
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What | Write 


| write things 'Through These Eyes' and, | hope, through yours, too. 


Some people think I don’t write enough 
about “happy” things. Don’t get me wrong. 
There’s a shitload of stuff to be happy about- 
for you and me, much more than we let 
on. You and I were born into the Bright- 
-into lives where what we consider “basic” is 
luxury to too many others, and because we 
were born this way, we know these luxuries 
as expectations. They come standard. 

Look at yourself. You're safe. You're lit- 
erate. You probably aren't worried about 
where your next meal's coming from. You 
have a decent life, friends who love you, 
and the freedom of ambition. Much of the 
world cannot say these things. Yet, with all 
the wonderful things we have to be thank- 
ful for, we hardly bask in life's brightness. 
Pain for us comes on another plane. Wor- 
ries like “safety” and “hunger” are replaced 
with “insecurities” and “debt.” Our pain isn’t 
unwarranted or irresponsible; it’s real. It’s 
just different. Every so often, a self-help 
book or motivational speaker comes along 
and reminds us of this truth, and to count 
our blessings. When they do, we feel good... 
we feel damn good. How long does that last, 
though? 

Before long we're back to worrying 
about what we’re missing rather than what 
we have. As many are the highs that we 
should be happy for, the valleys in life are us 
at our most poignant. The valleys are painful, 
yes. They are the moments we wish not to 
duplicate, but to learn from. The valleys har- 
bor our flaws, our tragedies, our regrets, our 
wants. The smallest valley can seem to erase 
our highest highs. The valleys interest me. 
Us At Our Most Poignant, in the middle of 


the bottom (however superficial the bottom 
may be)-this is when we find out the most 
about ourselves and other people. 


This is why I write. 


I don’t write for you or me. I write for us. 
I write because I like making people smile, 
think, and reconsider. I write because I think 
language is beautiful. I write to explore hap- 
piness and agony; oftentimes, to appreciate 
one, we must visit the other. My columns 
in this magazine have extended from stu- 
pid, self-deprecating first dates to graphic 
descriptions of suicide and soap box nostal- 
gia. I write to you the way I feel when I sit 
down at my coffee shop and open my laptop. 
I attempt to convey my selfish interpreta- 
tions in a fashion that resonates with, and 
entertains, you. I am honored for such a 
forum in which to do so. There aren't many 
25 year-old gay columnists who are granted 
such freedom. 


My writings have garnered positive and 
negative attention. In tribute to my grand- 
mother, who said always to be modest, I will 
focus now on the negative. As of late, a few 
letters to this magazine have addressed my 
writing as being “too graphic,” “too intense,” 
and “too dark.” A technique I use in some of 
my writing, particularly in those “dark” situa- 
tions, places the reader with me at an event- 
-to feel with me the pang of hurt in that mo- 
ment. This calls for sometimes gut-wrenching 
imagery. I do this because such is life. 

Rarely can we appreciate a truth with- 
out experiencing it. I’ve described in detail 
some painful memories of my past, and of 
others’. I’ve done so not to portray myself as 
an emotional mess, but as an honest mess 
(though I mind neither). For your trust and 
eyes, I bare my soul. Does this mean I’m a 
Debbie Downer? Does it fit in the pages of 
this magazine? To some extent, yes. Many of 
you appreciate the gritty-it's a little different; 
but the last thing I want to do is have those 
dark details consume my message; they're 
the means, not the end. The tone of this 
column may change somewhat in coming 
months. ГЇЇ still deliver to the best of my abil- 
ity poignancy when it's called for, comedy 
when we want it, and hope when we need it. 

"These Eyes" aren't just mine. They're 
yours, too. O 


| love hearing from you! Feel free to share your thoughts 
with a Letter to the Editor or via Facebook at Facebook. 
com/ JustinJonesWriter. 
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MEDICA. 


Presented by Ameriprise D 


Financial IMPORTED VODKA 


Thursday, September 15 


Pre-party: Soprano's Italfan Kitchen 

530 - 700 PM 

The Shops at West End - 555] loth St. St. Louis Park 
sopranosmn.com 


ShowPlace ICON 
THE Shops at West End - b25 West End Bid. St: Lous Park 


Theater Doors Open: 700 PM 
Movie: 7:30 PM 
Tickets $10 їп advance - $15 at door 


includes gift bags for everyone. 
HUMAN a, Minneapoli: 


Ticket sales venerit: E «с гард" 


CAM PA I G К 


Purchase tickets at: 
Wide Roast Cafe, 65 Main St. SE. Mpls 


Or online at: 
LavenderMagaziné.com/summerofpridé 
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FILTERING OUT INEQUALITY 


ROKK PROUDLY SUPPORTS 


glaad 


ROKK is owned by Diageo, who has again earned a perfect score in the 
annual Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate Equality Index survey. 


2011 | for LGBT Equality 
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